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Who is Under Your Carbon Footprint?            

Kolya Braun-Greiner, MDiv 

Today, there is a particular and pressing responsibility to examine and act on the growing challenge of 
global climate change and its implication for God’s creation and for the poor and vulnerable.  

From Global Climate Change: A Plea for Dialogue, Prudence, and the Common Good, A Statement of the 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (June 2001) 

Download the St. Francis Pledge Carbon Footprint Resource: 
ENGLISH (PDF)  |  SPANISH (PDF) 

Lifestyle> Carbon Footprint? 

The recent economic downturn has caused many families to reassess their lifestyles, energy use, and 
consumption patterns. Living more simply is becoming attractive for purely economic reasons, but 
returning to a simpler lifestyle may actually enrich our lives in ways unforeseen, as we make more room 
for people over things and faith in Christ over faith in the marketplace. But within the context of climate 
change, there is an added moral dimension to our lifestyle assessments. We are now increasingly faced 
with a moral challenge, a conclusion reached by one participant in the JustMatters program “God's 
Creation Cries for Justice, Climate Change: Impact and Response,” (written by the Catholic Coalition on 
Climate Change and produced by JustFaith Ministries). She stated, “It truly opened my eyes about the 
effects of my lifestyle on the earth and its most vulnerable citizens.” When we realize this we may ask 
ourselves, “How big is my carbon footprint?”  

A carbon footprint is a measure of the amount of CO2 emissions that are produced when we drive cars, 
burn coal for energy, and use resources that depend fossil fuels. It can be assessed on many levels: 
individual, family, church, business. Climate change is exacerbated by the increasing levels of CO2-- and 
is already occurring in the form of increasing droughts, floods, melting polar ice caps, rising sea water, 
melting permafrost, and severe weather events. And those who suffer these impacts the most are those 
who contributed the least to the problem, the poor and vulnerable.  

A Catholic Climate Covenant 
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http://www.catholicsandclimatechange.org/resources/education.html
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Our faith calls us to “care for the least of these” as Jesus said. With the Catholic Climate Covenant, we’re 
asking another question: “Who is under my carbon footprint?” This is a primary message of this new 
initiative of the Catholic Coalition on Climate Change (founded in 2006). The Coalition is comprised of a 
dozen national Catholic organizations who joined forces to “put faith into action on climate change.” 
The Covenant campaign will be launched on April 22, Earth Day. 

"Who Is Under Your Carbon Footprint?”—links respect for God’s creation and climate change impacts on 
God’s people. The campaign embraces the life and ministry of St. Francis who clearly understood the 
connection between people and creation and devoted his life to caring for the poor and vulnerable. His 
example embodied the Psalmist’s exhortation: “The earth is the Lord’s and all it holds.” (Ps 24:1) 

Building on the themes of covenant, creation and poverty, the Catholic Climate Covenant encourages 
greater personal and shared engagement by the Catholic community in response to the impacts of 
climate change by: 
Encouraging and assisting Catholic institutions, organizations, parishes and individuals to join the 
Covenant by taking the St. Francis Pledge to Care for Creation and the Poor—a response to climate 
change impacts on creation and people in poverty. 
Sharing good news about the ongoing and impressive ways in which the Catholic community is carrying 
out the Catholic Climate Covenant to honor our obligations toward God’s gift of creation. 

The St. Francis Pledge to Care for Creation and the Poor 

At the heart of the Catholic Climate Covenant is the St. Francis Pledge to Care for Creation and the Poor. 
You join the Covenant by taking the Pledge. On the Covenant website 
(www.catholicclimatecovenant.org) you will find many ways for Catholic individuals, families, schools, 
parishes and dioceses to fulfill the St. Francis Pledge. Individuals and organizations, including parishes, 
are asked to fulfill all five elements of the Pledge: 

 PRAY and reflect on the duty to care for God’s creation and protect the poor and vulnerable. 
o Utilize liturgical resources listed on the Covenant website:  
o Encourage parishes to integrate themes of care for creation into parish liturgies and 

celebrations, using the USCCB resource (click on Prayers) which contains scriptures, 
prayers, and hymns. Celebrate the Feast of St. Francis in a big way.  

o Consider a special mass to raise-up the wonder of creation and the call to care for all 
God’s creatures, and those impacted most by climate change, the poor. 

 LEARN about and educate others on both the reality of climate change and its moral 
dimensions. 

o Promote educational resources from the Covenant website: 
o Quotes for parish bulletins of what Pope Benedict or the US bishops have said about 

climate change. “God’s Creation Cries for Justice, Climate Change: Impact and 
Response” the JustMatters eight-week learning module offered by JustFaith  

o Ministries and designed by the Coalition.  

 ASSESS your participation—as individuals and organizations—in contributing to climate change 
(i.e. consumption and conservation). 

o Recommend parishioners and parishes conduct energy audits: 

http://www.catholicclimatecovenant.org/
http://www.usccb.org/sdwp/ejp/climate/index.shtml
http://www.justfaith.org/JF1252.html
http://www.justfaith.org/JF1252.html


o See Covenant website for ideas such as: consulting with local energy company to see if 
they offer energy audits. See Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) website for ways 
congregations to assess their energy consumption. See the “Cool Congregations” 
website which is affiliated with the Regeneration Project, a faith-based response to 
climate change begun in the Protestant tradition. 

 ACT to change your choices and behaviors contributing to climate change. 
o Direct parishes to conserve and choose alternative sources of energy:  
o See US Department of Energy’s “Green Power Network” website. See EPA's “Putting 

Energy into Stewardship Congregations Guide.” The Covenant website even has links to 
possible financing available for energy efficiency projects and partnerships that could 
help reduce the costs of implementing some of what you have assessed. 

 ADVOCATE Catholic principles and priorities in climate change discussions and decisions, 
especially as they impact the poor and vulnerable.  

o Encourage parishioners to sign up on legislative action networks of the church: 
o Diocesan or state Catholic Conference legislative network, Catholic Coalition on Climate 

Change or the Department of Justice, Peace and Human Development at the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops. 

You may already be doing some of these activities and the Coalition can work with you to fulfill the 
whole Pledge. The website also holds a short video with the key message of the campaign (Who’s Under 
Your Carbon Footprint?), the goals of the Covenant, and inspiring ways Catholics have become engaged. 
Every effort is being made to ensure that all the materials are also available in Spanish. 

While launched on Earth Day (April 22) of this year, the effort will continue into next year. By the launch 
date, over 25 national Catholic organizations, including the National Pastoral Life Center, the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops and the National Federation of Priests Councils and several dioceses will 
have already pledged or committed to support the Covenant campaign.  

Why now? 

As awareness of climate change and its impact on present and future generations is growing many 
Catholics are eager to have resources to respond, individually and as a community. The Catholic 
community can offer a distinctly religious and moral perspective to what is necessarily a complicated 
scientific, economic, and political discussion. We must remind policy makers and stakeholders that care 
for creation must be accompanied by true concern for those most impacted by both climate change and 
its remedies.  

The Catholic Climate Covenant offers the Catholic community in the United States a unique and 
authentic opportunity to participate in efforts that recognize the wonder of creation and the impacts of 
individual and communal neglect of the poor and vulnerable at home and abroad. As the bishops 
declared in their statement, Global Climate Change: A Plea for Dialogue, Prudence and the Common 
Good: 

“...global climate change is about the future of God’s creation and the one human family. It is about 
protecting both the ‘human environment’ and the natural environment. It is about our human 
stewardship of God’s creation and our responsibility to those who come after us.” 

http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=small_business.sb_congregations
http://www.coolcongregations.com/
http://apps3.eere.energy.gov/greenpower/
http://www.energystar.gov/ia/business/small_business/congregations_guidebook/Cong_Guide.pdf
http://www.energystar.gov/ia/business/small_business/congregations_guidebook/Cong_Guide.pdf
http://www.catholicsandclimatechange.org/
http://www.catholicsandclimatechange.org/
http://www.usccb.org/sdwp/ejp/


Kolya Braun-Greiner, MDiv, Program Assistant, Catholic Coalition on Climate Change who also wrote the 
JustFaith curriculum mentioned in this article, has dedicated her personal and professional life to 
practicing and teaching care for God's creation. 

 

Director's Note, Spring 2009            

By Hope Villella, Roundtable Director 

Greetings Roundtable Members, 

I hope you are having a peaceful and blessed Holy Week. I am pleased to have a Roundtable Report 
brimming with exciting things to share with you. Recognizing that many of you were not able to attend 
the Symposium this year, I wanted to make sure we had an opportunity to broaden the conversation to 
bring many of the issues which were covered at the Symposium and the Catholic Social Ministry 
Gathering to the broader Roundtable forum. Most obviously, we’ve got a great opportunity to learn 
more about Joan Rosenhauer our 2009 Fagan Award recipient who, as many of you now know, is 
moving on from the USCCB to take the position of Executive Vice President for U.S. Operations at 
Catholic Relief Services. As it turns out, we couldn’t have picked a better time to honor her if we had 
planned it . . . another felicitous opportunity to recognize the way that the Spirit is constantly working in 
and through us. I know we’ll all miss working closely with Joan, but she assures me that she’ll be glad to 
be asked to continue to be involved in Roundtable activities as she is able and I have assured her that I 
will be glad to ask!!  

Following the article about Joan, we also have a great article by Scott Cooper re-capping the Symposium. 
In addition, Sr. Christine Pratt of Toledo and Tony Stieritz of Cincinnati did a great job at the Symposium 
giving us a host of ideas on “Best Practices for Social Action Directors” with regard to hunger and food 
issues. The evaluations expressed a desire to have had a handout from them to take home and since you 
asked for it, here it is!  

The evaluations also expressed some concern about the expense incurred to each of you for the Fagan 
Banquet and at the Gathering in general so I wanted to share with you two pieces of information. First, 
the Symposium Committee felt that it was important to have a vegetarian Banquet to reflect 
attentiveness to the social issues associated with the global food crisis. It seems important for the 
Roundtable to be conscious of the way our consumption affects the rest of the world all of the time, but 
it seemed all the more important when hunger and food issues was our topic. Unfortunately, making 
that choice did not mean that the meal was any cheaper for us, and as a result we could not transfer any 
cost reductions to you. We felt though, in the spirit of attentiveness to the associated justice issues, that 
you would all understand the greater good we were trying to accomplish. 

In addition, many of you expressed a concern (which I understand is frequently repeated) about the cost 
of staying at the Hyatt in general. I want you to know that I took this concern back to the planning team 
when we did our follow-up evaluation session. It was there that I learned that other options have been, 
and continue to be, considered. However, due to the size of our event, the desired location, and most 
especially, the desire to have the event at a Union hotel, our choices are very limited. I wanted to share 
this information with you in order to convey the reality that those planning the event do have your 
concerns in mind, and recognize that these concerns include the value of having a hotel staff which is 



receiving a fair and living wage and working under good labor conditions. While I know this doesn’t 
mitigate the strain the event can cause to an already overstretched budget, I hope this information 
helps to make it easier to understand. 

It occurred to me while in Washington that we go up to the hill at the CSMG each year and advocate on 
four issues for which we call our politicians to move toward positive action. Since we have four issues of 
Roundtable Report, I thought it might be valuable to have features on ways we ourselves can practically 
address these issues at the local level. With that in mind the conclusion of this Roundtable Report, the 
first issue of 2009, focuses on Climate Change. To follow will be issues about Health Care, Foreign 
Assistance and the Promotion of Political Engagement (in Cuba and elsewhere) for positive change. 

And so just in time for Earth Day on April 22, the Catholic Coalition on Climate Change’s (CCCC) Kolya 
Greiner-Braun provides us with an article chock full of resources on how WE could enact their Catholic 
Climate Covenant, which will be kicked off on Earth Day. Last, but definitely not least, is an article about 
the Diocese of Green Bay and the inspiring way the diocesan staff have pulled together a collaborative 
effort to ensure that their diocese is truly transformed by their commitment to the CCCC’s Covenant. 
This includes a link to the Resource Packet they have so generously shared-- a great tool for all of us to 
start (or continue) thinking about how we can respond to climate change in our own dioceses, parishes, 
communities and homes.  

What you may notice as you peruse the articles in this issue is that the format and content of the 
Roundtable Report is starting to change. Besides the obvious fact that your leadership has changed, I 
have heard loud and clear that what many of you value the most from the Roundtable are the tools and 
resources we provide to help you do your work. And while I don’t intend to sacrifice great feature 
stories on the wonderful work you are all doing, I hope to be as attentive as possible to ensuring that 
they are full of great ideas and links to resources you can immediately take and make use of in your own 
work. 

Like all things, this is a work in progress, so feel free to call or email with questions, comments, and 
feedback about the Roundtable Report or the Roundtable in general. At seven months in this position, I 
am still negotiating the learning curve that comes with running two organizations. I wish I could be 
better about being in touch with all of you more frequently, but that too is a work in progress. However, 
please never hesitate to pick up the phone and call me, there is nothing I enjoy more, nor anything more 
important than the opportunity to learn about and from you.  

At this holiest time of the year, I pray that God’s grace is with each of you as we remember and 
celebrate the life, suffering, death and resurrection of Christ. May it be a source of renewed life and 
hope. 

In Christ’s peace, 
Hope 

 

 

 



Roundtable Winter Symposium Explores Global Food Crisis            

By Scott Cooper, Diocese of Spokane 

With the Symposium fresh in our memory, let’s take a moment to recap. Your hard-working Symposium 
Committee from the Board of the Roundtable had discerned that we should focus on the international 
food crisis, both from a theological perspective and a communications approach. We also tried to 
incorporate lessons from previous Symposia, taking up the skills of framing and dialogue that we 
practiced in the past. And we were clear about a need to include more time for intentional spiritual 
nourishment.  

Speaking for myself, I came to Washington, D.C. on February 21st and 22nd for the mud cookies. There 
were none to be found at the Hyatt, but because our brothers and sisters in Haiti are reduced to eating 
mud mixed with a bit of butter and sugar in the absence of anything else to eat, in a country that used to 
grow rice for export, we came together to make more concrete our obligation as a Eucharistic 
community to be engaged. Fr. David Power, OMI, challenged us with his refrain that “You cannot feed 
from the body of Christ if you have not fed the body of Christ.” Fr. Power unpacked three identities that 
Jesus takes on in our midst in the Eucharist: 1) the body without discrimination, in which Jesus asks all of 
his followers to be the sacrament of that body to one another; 2) the covenant that God makes with the 
land just as covenant is made with us, the sense that this is really one and the same covenant, and; 3) 
the sacramental covenant is with the people of the land they inhabit, that it serves as a model for 
sustainable and local development.  

On Sunday, we welcomed David Beckmann and Adlai Amor from Bread for the World who took us from 
the inspirational to the practical. Feeding the poor may be one of our most traditional charisms, but 
how, we asked, do we approach this age-old idea with fresh eyes? How do we talk about this need to 
the “middle pew” of our Church in new ways to re-engage their faith values toward action? Beckmann 
and Amor recommended that we be sure to tell “the whole story,” combining both conservative and 
liberal themes. Telling the whole truth includes admitting our own vulnerability, but also reminds people 
that God is good and that we have enough. Our message must be consistent across all media, but we’ll 
only be effective if we reach people where they are.  

Jim Ennis of the National Catholic Rural Life Conference and our own Hope Villella explored systemic 
causes of the food crisis, giving us snapshots of U.S. agricultural policies and international trade and 
extraction industry practices that all contribute to food insecurity in communities from one end of the 
world to the other.  

Lastly, our colleagues Sr. Christine Pratt, Diocese of Toledo, and Tony Stieritz, Archdiocese of Cincinnati, 
spoke about what they’ve done in their own communities to address food and hunger systemically. 
From state policy groups to worm bins in Catholic school classrooms, Sr. Christine and Tony offered 
concrete examples to re-ground our Catholic communities in our basic relationship to God’s creation. 

The snippets of poetry I used come from Bread, Body, Spirit, an anthology from Skylight Press. I credit 
Adrienne Curry, Archdiocese of Chicago, with introducing me to that book. Other recommended 
resources include Food & Faith: justice, joy and daily bread, edited by Michael Schut, published by Living 
the Good News Press and Earth Ministry, and A Banqueter’s Guide to the All-Night Soup Kitchen of the 



Kingdom of God by Dr. Patrick McCormick (of my own alma mater Gonzaga University here in Spokane), 
published by Liturgical Press.  

In spite of social action offices in budget uncertainty and travel bans in some Dioceses, attendance was 
very good, clearly meeting a professional and spiritual need. Thanks to everyone who came and made 
our 2009 Roundtable Symposium a success.  

A Coveƴŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ /ƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ IŜƭǇ aƻǾŜ DǊŜŜƴ .ŀȅ ¢ƻǿŀǊŘ .ŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ άDǊŜŜƴ-ŜǊ .ŀȅέ            

By Hope Villella, Roundtable Director 

It seemed like everywhere Brother Steve Herro, Social Concerns Director in Green Bay turned, folks were 
talking about the environmental issues. It started with the Diocesan Director of Administration stopping 
him one day after mass to suggest that the diocese look at how it could be more “green.” This began a 
series of talks between Br. Steve and Tammy Basten, Director of Facilities and Properties about practical 
ways for the diocese to be more conscious of how their operations were impacting the environment. As 
they moved along in this process, Br. Steve learned of the Catholic Coalition on Climate Change’s year 
long campaign “the Catholic Climate Covenant” which is seeking to mobilize a collective effort among 
Catholic organizations to respond to the pressing social and environmental issues created by climate 
change. It was soon after this that Mary Ann Otto, Stewardship and Special Projects Director for the 
diocese walked into his office saying “why don’t we do something on this and how it relates to 
stewardship?”  

And so began a broad-based effort by the diocese of Green Bay to facilitate expansive reforms 
throughout the diocese in order to promote real attentiveness to the importance of responsible 
stewardship of the earth. While the initial plans focused on concrete ways for the diocese to be 
“greener” in its operations including anything from using paper products over Styrofoam to letting the 
grass in some sections of the Chancery property grow into prairie, Mary Ann’s contribution quickly 
helped to transform the project into something even larger. She helped to bring a perspective from 
Scripture and prayer that could be used to help diocesan staff and people in the 160 parishes of the 
diocese to recognize the importance for Catholics of integrating these changes into their lives and the 
lives of the Church. As she points out, it’s important to “help folks to understand that everything is not 
ours” and that God’ creation must be carefully tended to.  

With the highest priority for Pastoral Services in Green Bay as service to the 160 parishes in the diocese, 
the team explained that a plan for a greener diocese needed to focus on something that could be 
integrated into the life of their parishes. Signing onto the CCCCs St. Francis Pledge which begins on April 
22, Earth Day, they agreed to respond by bringing its commitment to PRAY, LEARN, ASSESS, ACT, 
ADVOCATE on behalf of climate change into all aspects of diocesan life. Together they worked to create 
a Resource Packet that would provide resources for all people in the diocese. The Resource Packet 
begins with suggestions of how the packet can be used followed by a joint letter from the collaborators 
about how the project got started and why it is important for the diocese. It also includes a special letter 
from Tammy which is directed at Facilities and Properties staff in parishes and schools in order to 
underline their sacred and central role in helping to enact the practical changes needed to make the 
diocese more sustainable.  

http://sites.google.com/site/stewcreationpacket/Home


What follows is a packet full of resources- a host of plans and activities for individuals, schools, 
committees and parishes to take the St. Francis Pledge, prayer services on responsible stewardship, 
practical ideas for conserving, a slideshow on creation, a Power Point presentation, bulletin inserts—
even magnets for families to hang on their refrigerators. It is a vast array of materials designed to enact 
true change to the landscape of the diocese- literally in its use of resources and spiritually by changing 
the hearts of its people to be ever more attentive to creation. 

Even after producing this comprehensive resource, the work of this Green Bay team is far from over. 
They explain that they know that they need to make extensive efforts to market the Packet in order to 
help Catholics across the diocese to truly sign on board. Their work in this regard has been no less 
remarkable than the packet itself. Their networking and persistence has gotten them clips on their local 
t.v. affiliates, articles in their diocesan newspaper, and some time to present the Packet at an assembly 
of local parish and diocesan leaders. And of course, all parishes will receive a paper copy to have as a 
resource and much support in implementing it. As a result of their time and efforts, the packet has been 
largely embraced at the highest levels of the diocese with all Directors sitting together to go through the 
packet at their last Director’s meeting.  

Tammy, Br. Steve and Mary Ann are clear that they know that though their packet is complete and their 
efforts have been publicized, their work in education and outreach is ongoing. They have already put 
into place plans to annually update the packet and to help folks in Green Bay to ritualize their care of the 
environment. And while their plan to implement the Pledge uses a lens which focuses on the parish, the 
project collaborators have not forgotten that they must ensure that all their colleagues at the diocese 
are enthusiastic and supportive of helping them to share the message about the importance of being 
good stewards of creation. And so, on April 21, they are beginning a new ritual for the diocesan offices 
coordinating their first Earth Day luncheon. It will include a prayer service on stewardship; a discussion 
on the pledge, persons’ response after having taken carbon footprint inventories earlier that month, and 
the greening of departmental and diocesan operations; and a green low-carbon meal using earth-
friendly utensils, no red meat and lots of fresh fruits and vegetables- locally-grown as much as possible. 
In this way the staff will have the opportunity to learn more and to share their own ideas about how this 
process can continue to grow. And grow it certainly will. With so much enthusiasm around the diocese, 
there’s no doubt that what began as the seed of an idea will surely flower into a cleaner and greener 
Green Bay-and one that is aglow with the glory of God’s creation. 

άCƻǊ L ǿŀǎ IǳƴƎǊȅ ŀƴŘ ¸ƻǳ DŀǾŜ aŜ CƻƻŘέΥ hƘƛƻ 5ƛƻŎŜǎŜǎ {ŜǊǾŜ ¦Ǉ tǊŀŎǘƛŎŀƭ tǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ǘƻ 
Respond to Hunger Issues            

By Sr. Christine Pratt 

Tony Stieritz, Social Action Director, Archdiocese of Cincinnati and Sr. Christine Pratt, Director of Parish 
Ministries and Social Concerns, Diocese of Toledo addressed the Roundtable during the Winter 
Symposium in Washington D.C. in February. They were asked to share practical responses they are using 
in Ohio to respond to hunger issues. They presented ideas about state-wide and diocesan initiatives they 
have been using. Here’s an overview of their projects. 
 
WormWorks! Kids' program aims to change a culture of waste into a culture of life  

Statewide Education and Advocacy Initiatives 



The Ohio Catholic Rural Life Conference (OCRLC), a statewide organization which has existed for over 20 
years, is composed of the Social Concerns/Rural Life Directors and others from the six dioceses of the 
state. We meet under the auspices of the Catholic Conference of Ohio with Jim Tobin, its Social Concerns 
Director. Through this group we provide education on rural, farm, food and environmental issues. Some 
of the activities carried out by OCRLC have included: 

 Active involvement in Farm Bill policy which, in the last Farm Bill, included cooperative efforts 
with Bread for the World.  

 Working with the Ohio bishops to produce their statements on large scale farm operations while 
providing education packets for parishes.  

 Building a strong relationship with the Ohio Department of Agriculture which including 
participation on committees addressing the permitting process for Confined Animal Feeding 
Operations (CAFO’s).  

 Sponsoring very successful conferences on rural, farm, food and environmental issues including 
one with the Catholic Coalition on Climate Change in 2007. 

 Participating on Governor Strickland’s Food Policy Advisory Council 

 Advocating in the Ohio Legislature on such issues as farm oversight, sound environmental 
practices in agriculture, food labeling, and more.  

 
Diocesan Initiatives 

 Tony carries out Rural and Urban Plunges to bring persons from one area, culture and 
environment into another to learn of those communities and their issues related to land, food 
and hunger. Columbus has hosted University of Notre Dame students for a few Hunger and 
environmental issues also engage our advocacy efforts. We continue advocating in the Ohio 
Legislature on such issues as farm oversight, sound environmental practices in agriculture, food 
labeling, and more. Currently OCRLC enjoys active participation on Governor Strickland’s Food 
Policy Advisory Council. We also sponsored a state-wide conference with the Catholic Coalition 
on Climate Change in 2007. years in these plunges. Toledo and Columbus have brought 
Appalachian and farm country Ohio high-school students together for service projects and a 
week of sharing in the Appalachian area of Ohio. 

 In Toledo, we developed Project Farm Hands, a multi-faceted project, which combines 
education with service by uniting rural and urban people to feed the hungry while learning 
about our food system. These successful projects are adaptable for urban, rural and suburban 
settings and include: 

o The Steer Project ςς Although any livestock may be used, this project engages children 
in education and fundraising to feed those who are hungry. For example, religious 
education classes raise funds to pay a local producer outside the city to raise a steer. 
The producer feeds it, takes it for processing and delivers the meat to a city food 



kitchen. This project has been going on for over seven yeas in one parish and has 
garnered over 7,000 lbs of meat.  

o Grow a Row for the Hungry is a project for gardener and farmer. When planting a 
vegetable garden they grow an extra row for the local food pantry or kitchen. When 
done as a parish project, Sunday becomes the delivery day to the parish and volunteers 
then deliver all produce to the local food kitchen or pantry. 

o WormWorks is a science education/environmental care/service project engaging school 
children during the school year. We have several worm boxes in schools around the 
diocese. Urban, suburban and rural schools feed worms their appropriate scraps. After a 
few months of vermicomposting, the soil is collected and used to plant vegetable seeds 
for use in inner city gardens. In May the school children gather in Toledo for a prayer 
service and bring their plants to the urban gardens in Toledo. This life-long learning 
brings children in touch with proper waste disposal as well as providing plants that will 
support and enhance nutritious food for low-income neighborhoods. The project was 
begun to help children change a culture of waste into a culture of life. 

o ¢ƻƭŜŘƻDwh²Ωǎ (Gardens Revitalize Our World) was begun by the Rural Life Ministry in 
the diocese. Now a function of the Toledo Botanical Garden and Metroparks, GROW’s 
developed from 10 gardens in 1996 to 48 today. It continues to develop its purpose of 
providing healthy food to people while increasing community participation and 
beautifying blighted neighborhoods. Many major cities around the country have 
community gardens. The WormWorks project and GROW’s work together to provide 
low-income neighborhoods access to fresh vegetables. In addition, GROW’s now has 
received livestock permits for two small egg producing operations in the city of Toledo 
as both entrepreneurial and food producing efforts. 

o Eating Pizza Can Be an Act of Justice ςς This project, perfect for confirmation classes, 
uses pizza to engage students in understanding the food system and their part in it. 
Through prayer, asking the right questions, making the connections and choosing to do 
something to make a difference they learn what, who and how the global food system 
works and the impact our food choices have on the rest of the world. One Toledo 
suburban school used it in their confirmation class this year and decided to sell Fair 
Trade Coffee after Sunday masses in order to engage their parish in a just food system 
choice. 

 Also in Toledo, we have a άōƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ ǇƭǳƴƎŜΦέ I invite our bishop to a different agricultural 
operation each year. Bishop Leonard Blair is a good sport and has combined corn, milked a cow 
and engaged in activities on large hog operation, apple orchard and spelt farm. These visits 
facilitate his coming in direct touch with the source of our food and to better understand the 
largest landmass of our diocese. He is able to put faces on and learn from those who struggle 
with farm and food policy in our nation and world.  

 Most dioceses sponsor Rural Life Days. The respective bishop presides at a liturgy, meal is 
shared and folks gather to celebrate our source of food and our dependence on God for all the 
gifts of the earth. Each diocese celebrates in different ways, taking advantage of local 
opportunities and inviting others to join in the event.  



 Worship opportunities are woven into all these projects. OCRLC provides worship and liturgy 
materials through collaborative relationships with National Catholic Rural Life Conference. 

 Another area where we see hunger addressed is in the growth of locally grown foods directly 
marketed to consumers. /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ !ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴǎ ό/{!Ωǎύ is one example of 
this. From the Governor’s Policy Council and related Task Forces to the delivery of local foods to 
schools, urban grocery stores and rural gas stations, efforts are being made to make the 
connections between local growers and local consumers. 

These are just a few ideas of what works for us. They are adaptable to a wide range of settings. Below 
are some contacts you may want to begin your own project. 

Contacts for more information: 
 
Tony Stieritz, Archdiocese of Cincinnati 
tstieritz@catholiccincinnati.org 

Sr. Christine Pratt, Diocese of Toledo 
cpratt@toledodiocese.org 

Worm Boxes-Flowerfield Enterprises 
www.wormwoman.org 

National Catholic Rural Life Conference 
www.ncrlc.com 
 

!ƳƛŘǎǘ wƻǳƴŘǘŀōƭŜΩǎ !ŎŎƻƭŀŘŜǎΣ wƻǎŜƴƘŀǳŜǊ !ŎŎŜǇǘǎ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ ±ƛŎŜ-President Position with 
CRS            

By Hope Villella, Roundtable Director 

As if the energy surrounding Joan Rosenhauer, Associate Director of the Department of Justice, Peace 
and Human Development (JPHD) at the United Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) weren’t enough 
after receiving the Roundtable’s 2009 Harry A. Fagan award on February 21 at its annual Symposium in 
Washington D.C.; Rosenhauer added to the buzz on March 13 by announcing that she had accepted the 
position of Executive Vice President of U.S. Operations with Catholic Relief Services. Beginning April 20, 
Joan will assume the position that had previously been occupied by Joan Neal until her retirement last 
year. 

After tireless efforts over the past sixteen years working in the Department of Social Development and 
World Peace (now JPHD) to foster greater integration of Catholic Social Teaching into the life and 
ministry of the Church and to promote Catholic teaching about human life and dignity, Joan will move 
on to the new challenges of responding to ever-deepening global poverty and conflict. It is not without 
sadness that Joan makes her departure explaining “it's hard to leave the USCCB and our work with 
diocesan social action directors, [but] I'm very excited about joining CRS and its important mission. I look 
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forward to continuing to work with many of my colleagues in Washington and around the country as I 
take up my new role.”  

It is for her work with diocesan social action directors and various other national organization in 
reaching out to educate U.S. Catholics around social issues that Joan was selected by the Roundtable 
Board to be the recipient of the 2009 Fagan Award. Most recent among them, Joan had lead staff 
responsibility for the collaborative effort among many offices and bishops’ committees at the USCCB in 
developing their 2007 document Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship.  

Aimed at spurring Catholics to take moral responsibility for the political and social climate of the nation 
and at bridging dividedness in the U.S. Catholic Church on many social issues, Faithful Citizenship 
emphasizes the formation of Catholics with well-developed consciences who are educated on the social 
teachings of the Church as well as its understanding of social and political issues in order to make 
morally responsible choices in their political participation. In facilitating dialogue among the bishops and 
their offices in order to consider the variety of theological and social concerns at play in developing such 
a document, Joan was able to help bring to fruition a statement that garnered widespread support 
among the U.S. bishops who voted almost unanimously in favor of its acceptance. 

Once passed, Joan’s efforts on behalf of Faithful Citizenship continued, leading her staff in their efforts 
to share the bishops’ message of moral responsibility in public life with people of all ages and walks of 
life. In this way, she helped to promote unity in a Church that has too often been polarized over political 
and social issues. The fruits of her labor saw the document sell almost two million copies prior to the 
election. It reached people in parishes in almost every diocese in the country with Joan touring much of 
the nation herself, teaching about the document and training others, including many among the 
Roundtable’s membership, to share its teaching as well.  

In addition, in her role as Special Projects Coordinator at the USCCB’s Department of Social 
Development and World Peace (now integrated within JPHD), Joan helped to change the way social 
ministry is done in the Church by working to bring Catholic Social Teaching into the mainstream tradition 
and life of the Church. She helped to develop the Bishops’ document Sharing Catholic Social Teaching: 
Challenges and Directions and worked extensively with Catholic educators and publishers to institute it, 
impacting the way in which Catholic Social Teaching is taught in religious education curriculums to 
children throughout the country. She also worked on the document Everyday Christianity: To Hunger 
and Thirst for Justice and produced the video In the Footsteps of Jesus as a means of helping lay 
Catholics to understand and incorporate Catholic Social Teaching in their daily lives. She has worked on 
countless other Bishops’ documents including those related to global solidarity, parish social ministry, 
poverty, the death penalty, and the moral and ethical dimensions of food and agriculture policy. Once 
accepted, she has been dauntless in her pursuit of their realization in the daily practice and life of the 
Church and its people. 

Joan’s passion for enacting social change was something that developed as a college student at the 
University of Iowa as she was taking classes toward her bachelor’s degree in social work. She recounts 
the experience of an organizer who came to one of her classes and told the story of a community in 
Waterloo, Iowa where the pipes were in such poor condition that the water could be mostly kindly 
described as “brown”. While newly developed communities in the area had good plumbing, this one 
repeatedly pleaded to the city council for new pipes but to no avail. It was only when Iowa Citizens for 
Community Improvement heard about the situation and helped the community to organize themselves 
that they were effectively able to gain the council’s attention. In a creative organizing plan, members of 



the community showed up at the council meeting where news reporters and cameras were present, 
with jars of their town’s water for the city council. They opened the jars and placed them before each 
council person so the administrators could see and smell the water that poured from the faucets in their 
town. With the cameras rolling and the evidence before them, the council immediately began to work to 
remedy the situation.  

Joan recounts, “That’s when it hit me that that’s what I wanted to do.” The idea of working to empower 
people in low-income communities to address the issues confronting them was what she really believed 
in and wanted her life to be about. Once decided, she never looked back and began working as an 
organizer with Cedar Rapids’ Citizens for Community Improvement even before graduating from college. 

After Commencement, Joan moved to Maryland and began doing organizing. It was there where she 
first encountered the idea of congregation based organizing and also the Catholic Campaign for Human 
Development (CCHD). She explains, it was these encounters with the social ministry of the Church that 
“helped me to reconnect with my faith because of the pride in my Church.” This work “reflected so 
much the heart of the gospel.” It led her first to work with CCHD and then into a position as staff 
associate at the Archdiocese of Washington where she could continue to be active in local organizing 
and advocacy on a part-time basis while raising her young children. There she got to know the 
Department of Social Development and World Peace and eventually moved on to work with them at the 
Bishops’Conference. 

Joan has found much joy in her work. She feels grateful to be “able to spend so much of my life acting 
on the values that are rooted in my faith. It’s a real gift to be able to do that for a living and to be able to 
commit so much of my life to it.” It is, of course, a joy tempered by a firm indignation at injustice and a 
hunger for social justice, a lifelong passion and commitment to ensuring the protection of the life and 
dignity of every person. 

While Joan will certainly be missed by her colleagues at the USCCB, the Roundtable and the multitude of 
organizations she works with on a regular basis, there is no doubt that her new position will bring 
additional opportunities for her to add to an already distinguished career working to honor the image of 
God in every person. There is also no doubt that though her title will change, we will continue to 
encounter the handiwork of Joan in our midst.  
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