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The Greatest Commandment

“Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?”

Jesus said to him, “You shall love the Lord, your God, with all your 
heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.  This is the greatest 
and the first commandment.

The second is like it:  You shall love your neighbor as yourself.

The whole law and the prophets depend on these two 
commandments.”

- Jesus, in Matthew 22: 37-40



I believe in one God,

the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all things visible and invisible.

Nicene Creed, 381 AD





Pope Paul VI

1971

Octogesima Adveniens (1971)

“Man is suddenly becoming aware that by 

an ill-considered exploitation of nature 

he risks destroying it and becoming in his turn 

the victim of this degradation.”  

http://w2.vatican.va/content/paul-vi/en/apost_letters/documents/hf_p-vi_apl_19710514_octogesima-adveniens.html


Saint Pope John Paul II

Peace With God The Creator, Peace With All Of Creation

1990

Pope John Paul II, World Day Of Peace, Peace With God The Creator, Peace With All Of Creation, 1 January 

1990

In our day, there is a growing awareness that world 

peace is threatened by a lack of due respect for 

nature, by the plundering of natural resources and 

by a progressive decline in the quality of life. 

We must therefore encourage and support the 

"ecological conversion" which in recent decades 

has made humanity more sensitive to the 

catastrophe to which it has been heading. 

https://w2.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/messages/peace/documents/hf_jp-ii_mes_19891208_xxiii-world-day-for-peace.html
https://w2.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/messages/peace/documents/hf_jp-ii_mes_19891208_xxiii-world-day-for-peace.html


Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI

If You Want To Cultivate Peace, Protect Creation

2010

Pope Benedict XVI, World Day Of Peace, If You Want To Cultivate Peace, Protect Creation, 1 January 

2010

"It is imperative that mankind renew and strengthen 

that covenant between human beings and the environment, 

which should mirror the creative love of God, from whom 

we come and towards whom we are journeying.”

https://w2.vatican.va/content/benedict-xvi/en/messages/peace/documents/hf_ben-xvi_mes_20091208_xliii-world-day-peace.html
https://w2.vatican.va/content/benedict-xvi/en/messages/peace/documents/hf_ben-xvi_mes_20091208_xliii-world-day-peace.html


Pope Francis

Laudato Si’ (Praise Be) 

2015

Pope Francis, Laudato Si’ (2015)

I urgently appeal, then, for a new dialogue about how we are 

shaping the future of our planet. We need a conversation which 

includes everyone, since the environmental challenge we are 

undergoing, and its human roots, concern and affect us all

[St. Francis] shows us just how inseparable the bond is 

between concern for nature, justice for the poor, commitment to 

society, and interior peace.

http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html


We show our respect for the Creator by our stewardship 

of creation.  We are called to protect people and the 

planet, living our faith in relationship with all of God’s 

creation. 

Care for God's Creation

One of Seven Themes of Catholic Social Teaching

USCCB, Seven Themes of Catholic Social Teaching

http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catholic-social-teaching/seven-themes-of-catholic-social-teaching.cfm


As people of faith, we are convinced that "the earth is the Lord's and all 

it holds" (Ps 24:1). Our Creator has given us the gift of creation: the air 

we breathe, the water that sustains life, the fruits of the land that 

nourish us, and the entire web of life without which human life cannot 

flourish. All of this God created and found "very good." We believe our 

response to global climate change should be a sign of our respect for 

God's creation.

USCCB, Global Climate Change:  A Plea for Dialogue Prudence and the Common Good, 

(2001)

USCCB statement on Global Climate Change, 

2001



“At its core, global climate change is not about economic theory or political 

platforms, nor about partisan advantage or interest group pressures. It is 

about the future of God's creation and the one human family.” USCCB 

2001

“As individuals, as institutions, as a people we need a change of heart to 

preserve and protect the planet for our children and for generations yet 

unborn.”  USCCB, 1991

Faith Transcends 

Partisanship



Our Strength and 

True Climate Solutions

The Imitation of Christ

In spirit, word and deed

To love God, the Creator

To love thy neighbor, and thy 
enemy 

To be gentle and humble of heart

To sacrifice for the love of all

To forgive others

To reconcile with others



Liturgy

Formation

Advocacy

Weaving Green Threads Across Catholic 

Ministries In Spirit, Word and Deed

Parishes

Parochial Schools

Universities

NGOs

Buildings



Laudato Si’ and the US 

Catholic Church conference



Dioceses Parishes
Parochial 
Schools

Buildings NGOs Pastors Catechists Laity
Young 
Adults

Religious 
Orders

Creation Care Teams x x x x x
Liturgy x x
Formation x x x x x x
Advocacy x x x x x x x x
Education x x x x x x x
Catholic Energies x x x x x x x



Father, Son and Holy Solar





Care for Creation Teams 

in Dioceses, Parishes, Religious Orders, and Schools



Parochial School Education

Dioceses of Toledo and Salpointe High School



Developed by the 
International Jesuit 
Ecology Project, 
Healing Earth, a 
free, online 
environmental 
science textbook 
for upper level 
secondary school 
students, 
beginning college 
students, and adult 
learners.



Advocacy

Galvanizing climate advocacy organizations across the US Catholic Church

Galvanizing moments in September

Season of Creation 

Climate Strikes

UN Climate Summit

Paris Agreement 

Catholic Climate Declaration

International Climate Accountability Act

What is your relationship with your bishop, pastor, and institutional leader?



Energy Innovation and Carbon Dividend Act
HR 763



“At its core, global climate change is not about economic theory or political 

platforms, nor about partisan advantage or interest group pressures. It is 

about the future of God's creation and the one human family.” USCCB 

2001

“As individuals, as institutions, as a people we need a change of heart to 

preserve and protect the planet for our children and for generations yet 

unborn.”  USCCB, 1991

Faith Transcends 

Partisanship



Our Strength and 

True Climate Solutions

The Imitation of Christ

In spirit, word and deed

To love God, the Creator

To love thy neighbor, and thy 
enemy 

To be gentle and humble of heart

To sacrifice for the love of all

To forgive others

To reconcile with others



Lord, make me an instrument of Your peace;
Where there is hatred, let me sow love;

Where there is injury, pardon;
Where there is doubt, faith;

Where there is despair, hope;
Where there is darkness, light;

And where there is sadness, joy.

O Divine Master,
Grant that I may not so much seek

To be consoled as to console;
To be understood, as to understand;

To be loved, as to love;
For it is in giving that we receive,

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned,
And it is in dying that we are born to Eternal Life.


