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  31ST ANNUAL SOCIAL ACTION SUMMER INSTITUTE 

CULTIVATING CREATIVITY IN SOCIAL JUSTICE MINISTRY:  

'LOVE REQUIRES A CONCRETE, CREATIVE RESPONSE' -POPE FRANCIS 

 

SAINT JOSEPH’S UNIVERSITY 

PHILADELPHIA, PA 

JULY 15 – 19, 2018  
 

Welcome to the 31st Annual Social Action Summer Institute (SASI)! This five-day program offers first-

time participants grounding in Catholic social teaching, biblical theology, and the spirituality of social 

justice. Returning attendees take part in an advance program focused on particular areas of social 

action ministry. SASI is planned jointly with national collaborators and partners, including Catholic 

Charities USA, Catholic Relief Services, and the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) 

Office of the Catholic Campaign for Human Development, and the USCCB Department of Justice, 

Peace and Human Development.  

 

Cultivating Creativity in Social Justice Ministry: ‘Love requires a concrete, creative response.’ –Pope 

Francis is the theme for this year’s institute. The theme was inspired by a Tweet from Pope Francis: 

“Love requires a creative, concrete response. Good intentions are not enough. The other is not a 

statistic, but a person to take care of.”  

 

Social justice ministry is dedicated to serving those individuals on the margins of society and within 

our Church, yet the way in which we minister must evolve. How can social action directors fully 

embrace the Holy Father’s call to missionary discipleship in order to advance God’s kingdom of peace 

and justice? What creative, new methods, new visions can be utilized? SASI 2018 will look to provide 

new ideas and new ways for social ministers to bring back to their respective diocese or parish. 

 

On behalf of the Board of Directors for the Roundtable, WELCOME! 
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Cultivating Creativity in Social Justice Ministry:  
‘Love Requires a Creative, Concrete Response’ 

 – Pope Francis 

SASI 2018 Schedule 

Sunday, July 15 – Welcome  
*Daily Sponsor: Roundtable Association of Catholic Diocesan Social Action Directors  
 
 
12:00 – 2:30 PM Registration and Check-In  
   Location: Dorm LaFarge (20) and Sourin (10-20) 
 
 
3:00 PM  Opening Mass in Chapel 

Presider: Most Rev. Edward M. Deliman, Auxiliary Bishop, Archdiocese 
of Philadelphia  
Concelebrant: Rev. Daniel R. Joyce, S.J., Executive Director of Mission 
Programs, Saint Joseph’s University 
Deacon: Dcn. Robert Vigil, Archdiocese of Santa Fe, NM  

 
 
5:00 PM  Dinner in Dining Hall 
 
 
6:30 PM  Welcome in Doyle N 
   Roundtable Association of Catholic Diocesan Social Action Directors 
 
 
7:00 PM  Opening Plenary in Doyle N 

Title: Taking it to the Streets: Who is My Neighbor? 
Presenter: Steve Prince, artist  

 
 
8:30 PM  Social in Doyle S 
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Monday, July 16 – Truth in CST 
*Daily Sponsor: USCCB - Department of Justice, Peace & 
Human Development 
 
 
7:30 – 8:45 AM Morning Prayer in Chapel 
   Breakfast in Dining Hall 
 
 
8:50 - 9:00 AM Opening remarks from the day’s sponsor 
 
    
9:00 – 10:30 AM Opening Plenary (introduced by the day’s sponsor) in Doyle N 

Title: Making a Mess in the Name of Love 
Presenter: Ralph McCloud, USCCB-CCHD  
 
 

10:30 - 10:45 AM Break  
 
 
10:45 – 12:00 PM Workshops 
   Diocesan Track 1 in Pres Lg 

Title: Using Diocesan Commissions to Build Your Capacity 
Presenters: Lynn Campbell, Archdiocese of Hartford; Kent Ferris, 
Diocese of Davenport; Rita Sloan, Diocese of Reno; Tony Stieritz, 
Archdiocese of Cincinnati  

    
   Diocesan Track 2 in Pres Lg 

Title: Catholic Social Teaching: Basics and Beyond 
Presenter: Jane Deren, PhD, Center of Concern  

 
Parish Track in North Lg 
Title: Creative Approaches to Ministerial Opportunities and 
Challenges 
Presenter: Scott Hurd, CCUSA; Genevieve Laskey, CRS; Jill Rauh, USCCB  
 
Share the Journey Track in Doyle N 
Title: The Work of the Holy See in Fostering the Welcome, Protection, 
Promotion and Integration of Migrants and Refugees 
Presenter: Rev. Roger Landry, Attaché, Permanent Observer Mission of 
the Holy See to the United Nations  
 
 

12:00 PM  Harry A. Fagan Awards Luncheon honoring Ralph McCloud in Doyle S  
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2018 HARRY A. FAGAN AWARD LUNCHEON HONORING MR. RALPH MCCLOUD 

 
The Roundtable Association of Catholic Diocesan Social Action 

Directors presents the Harry A. Fagan Award annually to a person 

or persons whose work, in the tradition of Catholic social teaching, 

has led to significant progress towards greater social justice and 

dignity for all members of society at the national or international 

level. Their works will have made an impact on significant numbers 

of persons, or set a precedent or example which affected many and 

have affected progress towards guaranteeing basic human dignity 

and rights as defined in Catholic social teaching. They will have 

shown evidence of linking faith and justice, in light of Catholic 

social teaching, through education which leads to action (advocacy, 

empowerment, and organizing) on issues, policies and social 

structures that contribute to the building of God’s kingdom on earth. 

 

The 2018 Harry A. Fagan award is presented to Ralph McCloud, executive director for the 

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) Office for the Catholic Campaign for 

Human Development. Mr. McCloud will receive the award for his exemplary contributions to 

the achievement of Catholic social justice through his engagement with the Catholic community 

at the national, state and diocesan levels in promoting systemic change to reduce economic and 

racial injustices and reduce poverty across the United States. 

 

Ralph McCloud has served as the director of the Catholic Campaign 

for Human Development (CCHD), an anti-poverty program of the 

USCCB, since 2007. CCHD works to break the cycle of poverty by 

helping low-income people participate in decisions that affect their 

lives, families and communities. It has a complementary mission of 

educating on poverty and its causes. Roundtable Board member Lynn 

Campbell said, “We selected Ralph for the Harry A. Fagan Award 

because of his long-time commitment to social justice and work 

towards the elimination of structural injustices. Ralph has lived out 

the Church’s vision of social justice on the very local level, serving 

in Fort Worth City government, on the diocesan level, where he 

worked as Director of Pastoral and Community Services in the 

Diocese of Forth Worth Texas, and nationally in his current position 

as director of CCHD, the official anti-poverty program of the 

USCCB.” 

 

Prior to working with USCCB, Mr. McCloud worked as Director of Pastoral and Community 

Services in the Diocese of Fort Worth Texas. In this capacity, he supervised the Departments of 

Family Life, Peace and Justice, African American Ministry, Ministry to the Incarcerated, 

Ministry to People with Disabilities, Hospital Ministry and Hispanic Ministry. He has served as 

President of the National Association of Black Catholic Administrators and as a board member 
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of both the National Black Catholic Congress and the Roundtable Association of Social Action 

Directors. 

  

Mr. McCloud also served four terms on the Fort Worth City Council from 1997 – 2005 and three 

terms as Mayor Pro Tempore. He chaired the County Homeless Commission and was named 

Tarrant County’s First Racial Reconciliation Award Winner by the Tarrant County Community 

of Churches. He is also the recipient of the State of Texas Courage Award from the Texas 

Coalition to Abolish the Death Penalty. In 2009, he was awarded the History Maker Award from 

the Archdiocese of Atlanta in 2009. Catholic Charities USA’s awarded Ralph the Martin Luther 

King Keep the Dream Alive Award in 2010. 

 

Congratulations Ralph! 
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1:15 – 2:30 PM Workshops 
   Diocesan Track 1 in Pres L 

Title: The Creativity of Compromise 
Presenters: Genevieve Mougey, Bread for the World  
 
Diocesan Track 2 in Pres Lg 
Title: Both/And: Brining Social Justice Ministry and Respect Life 
Ministry Together  
Presenter: Mike Jordan Laskey, Diocese of Camden  

    
Parish Track in North L 
Title: Forming a “church which goes forth”: Global, Missionary 
Discipleship with CRS Parish Ambassador Corps. 
Presenter: Anne Avella, Joanne Kratz, Jeri Beth Subers, Members of 
CRS Parish Ambassador Corps; Jeff Wallace, CRS  

 
   Share the Journey track in Doyle N 

Title: Harnessing the Cry of Empathy from the Pews: Transforming an 
authentic concern for survivors of human trafficking into active 
accompaniment and engagement 
Presenters: Hilary Chester, Kathleen Goss; Lisa Lungren, USCCB-MRS  

 
 
2:30 - 3:00 PM Break 
 
 
3:00 - 4:15 PM Title: Power Walk  

Facilitators: Augusto Michael Trujillo and Marthamaria Morales, CRS  
    

 
4:15 - 5:30 PM Break 
 
 
5:30 PM  Dinner in Dining Hall 
 
 
7:30 PM  Multicultural Music Presentation in McShain 5th Floor 
 
 
8:30 PM  Social in McShain 
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Tuesday, July 17 – Beauty in CST  
*Daily Sponsor: Catholic Relief Services   
 
7:30 – 8:45 AM Morning Prayer in Chapel 

Breakfast in Dining Hall 
 
 
8:50 - 9:00 AM Opening remarks from the day’s sponsor 
 
 
9:00 – 10:30 AM Opening Plenary (introduced by the day’s sponsor) in Doyle N 

Title: The Power of Storytelling and Messaging: Effective 
Representation for Those We Serve 
Presenter: Caroline Brennan, CRS  

 
 
10:30 - 10:45 AM Break 
 
 
10:45 – 12:00 PM Opening Plenary (introduced by the day’s sponsor) in Doyle N 
   Title: Dorothy Day: The World Will Be Saved Beauty 

Presenter: Kate Hennessy, author, Servant of God Dorothy Day’s 
granddaughter  

 
 
12:00 PM  Lunch in Dining Hall 
 
 
1:15 PM - 2:30 PM Workshops 
   Diocesan Track 1 in Pres Lg 

Title: Good Intentions Are Not Enough: Collaborating with Worker 
Organizations to Pursue Worker Justice 
Presenters: Rev. Clete Kiley, UNITE HERE; Tom Mulloy, Society of St. 
Vincent de Paul; Clayton Sinyai, Catholic Labor Network  

 
   Diocesan Track 2 in Pres Lg 
   Title: The Racial Wealth and Income Gap 
   Presenter: Meg Olson, NETWORK  
 
   Parish Track 1 in North L 

Title: Restorative Justice: A Creative Approach to Ending the Death 
Penalty and Transforming Criminal Justice in the United States 
Presenter: Caitlin Morneau, Emma Tacke, Catholic Mobilizing Network  
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Parish Track 2 Track in Doyle N 
Title: Walking with Charity and Justice: A Roadmap for Parishes 
Presenter: Mary Laver, POWER Interfaith  

    
 
3:00 - 4:15 PM Creative Processing Time 

Title: Storytelling as Best Practice: Two-Minute Faith and Justice 
Testimonies 

   Presenter: Mike Jordan Laskey, Diocese of Camden 
 
 
4:15 - 5:30 PM Break 
 
 
5:30 PM  Dinner with coordinated roundtables in Dining Hall 
 
  
7:00 PM  Evening Plenary in President’s Lounge 
   Title: Art and Peace will Embrace, Beauty and Justice will Meet! 

Presenter: Brother Mickey McGrath, OSFS  
 
 

8:30 PM  Social 
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Wednesday, July 18 – Goodness in CST  
*Daily Sponsor: USCCB - Catholic Campaign for Human 
Development   
 
7:30 – 8:45 AM Morning Prayer in Chapel 

Breakfast in Dining Hall  
 
 
8:50 - 9:00 AM Opening remarks from the day’s sponsor 
 
 
9:00 – 10:30 AM Opening Panel (introduced by the day’s sponsor) 
   Title: Empowering Community Creativity 
   Presenter: Facilitated CCHD panel by Ralph McCloud in Doyle N 
 
 
10:30 - 10:45 AM Break 
 
 
10:45 – 12:00 PM Opening Plenary (introduced by the day’s sponsor) in Doyle N 

Title: Creativity in Challenging Times 
Presenter: Most Rev. Jaime Soto, Bishop, Diocese of Sacramento  
 
 

12:00 PM  Boxed Lunches in Doyle S 
 
 
1:30 – 4:30 PM CCHD Immersion Experiences 
 
 
5:30 – 7:00 PM Dinner  
 
 
7:30 PM  Free evening 
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Thursday, July 19 – CST in Action  
*Daily Sponsor: Catholic Charities USA   
 
7:30 – 8:45 AM Morning Prayer in Chapel 

Breakfast in Dining Hall 
 
 
8:50 - 9:00 AM Opening remarks from the day’s sponsor 
 
 
9:00 – 10:30 AM Opening Panel (introduced by the day’s sponsor) in Doyle N 
   Title: Sharing the Journey: Stories of Migration and Accompaniment  

Presenters: Bethany J. Welch, PhD (facilitator), Sarah Aljanabi, Catholic 
Charities Diocese of Camden; Elias Bakhash, Villanova University; 
Guadalupe Mendez, Cabrini University 

 
 
10:30 - 10:45 AM Break 
 
 
10:45 – 12:00 PM Workshops 
   Diocesan Track 1 in President’s Lounge 

Title: Cultivating the common good: effective faith-centered advocacy 

Presenter: Kim Mazyck, CCUSA and Cheryl Mrazik, CRS  
 

 Diocesan Track 2 in Pres Lg 
Title: Building Relationships with the Society of St. Vincent de Paul to 
Create Systemic Change 
Presenter: Tom Dwyer, Tom Mulloy; Society of St. Vincent de Paul  
 
Parish Track in North Lounge 
Title: Activating Allies: Creative Action to Engage Supporters to 
Advance Immigrant Justice 
Presenters: Guadalupe Mendez, Cabrini University; Bethany J. Welch, 
PhD, Aquinas Center  

 
   Share the Journey track in Doyle N 

Title: Welcoming the Stranger: Engaging in Policy Advocacy and 
Grassroots Engagement to Support Immigrant Communities 
Presenter: Matt Davis, Archdiocese of Philadelphia; Fr. Kurniawan 
Diptura, C.M., Archdiocese of Philadelphia; Ashley Feasley, USCCB-
MRS, Melissa Hastings, USCCB-MRS 
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12:00 PM Lunch w/discussion on what to take with you in Dining Hall 
 
 
1:15 – 2:30 PM Closing Keynote:  

Title: Jesuitical - A conversation facilitated by young, hip and lay 
Catholics 
Presenters: Zac Davis; Ashley McKinless; Olga Segura, Jesuitical  
Interviewee: Sr. Mary Scullion, President and Executive Director of 
Project HOME; David Brown, Project HOME 

 
 
2:30 PM Closing Mass in Chapel 

Presider: Most Reverend Dennis J. Sullivan, Bishop, Diocese of 
Camden, NJ  
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“Cultivating Creativity in Social Justice Ministry: ‘Love 
Requires a Creative, Concrete Response’" – Pope Francis 

SASI 2018 Presenter Biographies and Presentation Descriptions  

 

Sunday, July 15 – Welcome  
Daily Sponsor: Roundtable Association of Catholic Diocesan Social Action Directors  
 

OPENING MASS 

 

Presider: Most Rev. Edward M. Deliman, Auxiliary Bishop, Archdiocese 

of Philadelphia 

Biography: Bishop Deliman was ordained to the Priesthood by John 

Cardinal Krol in 1973 and was ordained to the episcopacy on August 18, 

2016 by Archbishop Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap. After his priestly 

ordination, he studied Spanish in Douglastown, New York, and later 

served as an assistant priest at a parish in the Archdiocese of San Juan 

to further hone his foreign language skills. In 1991, he was named an 

Honorary Prelate of his Holiness with the title of Monsignor by Saint Pope John Paul II. During 

his forty-three years as a priest, Bishop Deliman has demonstrated broad pastoral and 

administrative experience among diverse populations, and since his ordination on May 19, 1973 

and for 38 of those 43 years, he has ministered primarily to Spanish-speaking Catholics in 

various parishes throughout the Archdiocese of Philadelphia. 

 

Concelebrant: Rev. Daniel R. Joyce, S.J., Executive Director of 

Mission Programs, Saint Joseph’s University 

Biography: Rev. Joyce is from Pittsburgh, PA and went to Bishop 

Canevin High School and later attended Saint Joseph’s University 

where he studied philosophy.  He knew he wanted to be a Jesuit 

before he knew he wanted to be a priest because he shared their 

worldview and values that he learned at SJU. Rev. Joyce’s primary 

role at SJU is as the Executive Director of Mission Programs, Saint 

Joseph’s chief mission officer. He is also an adjunct professor of 

theology and the director of the Alliance for Catholic Education at Saint Joseph’s University 

Education Fellows Program (ACESJU).  
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Deacon: Dcn. Robert Vigil, Archdiocese of Santa Fe 
Biography: Deacon Robert Vigil, a native of New Mexico, received a 
bachelor's degree in business management. He was ordained a 
deacon in 2007 and is assigned to Sacred Heart Parish in Albuquerque, 
New Mexico. He also serves as director of pastoral outreach for the 
Archdiocese of Santa Fe. He oversees the following ministries: prison 
ministry, people living with disabilities, deaf ministry, substance abuse 

ministry, veterans ministry, nursing home ministry, BeFriender ministry and Thresholds 
ministry. He is also a liaison to St. Vincent de Paul Society and Brothers of the Good Shepherd. 
He also serves on the Board of Directors for the Roundtable Association of Catholic Diocesan 
Social Action Directors. Deacon Vigil and his wife, Margaret, have been married for 29 years and 
have three children. 
 

Music: Members of the Philadelphia Catholic Gospel Mass 
Choir directed by Kenny Arrington. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

SUNDAY EVENING OPENING PLENARY  

 

Presenter: Steve Prince 
Biography: Prince is assistant professor of art at Wayne State University 
in Detroit, and a printmaker, sculptor, and graphite artist who takes his 
message to the streets. He uses black and white language to preach and 
teach an original and innovative vision. He spreads a message of hope and 
renewal to the global community through the cathartic funerary tradition 
from New Orleans called the Dirge and Second Line. 
 
Title: Taking it to the Streets: Who is My Neighbor? 
Description: In this presentation, Prince will metaphorically utilize the 
New Orleans Jazz Funerary tradition, the Dirge and the Second Line, as a 

call for a communal rebirth in the spirit in order that we may collectively grapple with life’s 
moral, ethical, and spiritual issues. Participants will be exposed to various visual artworks in a 
story format that will speak of America’s past, present and imagines future through a Christian 
lens. It is Prince’s hope that all will engage with these historical truths and what is embedded in 
the scripture, and be charged to do the work in the streets.   
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Monday, July 16 – Truth in CST 
Daily Sponsor: USCCB - Department of Justice, Peace & Human Development 
 
OPENING PLENARY  
 
Presenter: Ralph McCloud, USCCB-CCHD 

Biography: McCloud is the current Director of the Catholic Campaign for 

Human Development (CCHD), an anti-poverty program of the United States 

Conference of Catholic Bishops. Prior to working the USCCB, Ralph worked 

as Division Director of Pastoral and Community Services in the Diocese of 

Fort Worth Texas. He has served as President of the National Association of 

Black Catholic Administrators and as a board member of both the National 

Black Catholic Congress and the Roundtable Association of Social Action 

Directors.  Civically, Ralph served 4 terms on the Fort Worth City Council 

from 1997 – 2005 and 3 terms as Mayor Pro Tempore. He currently serves 

on the board of the Center for Migration Services of New York and the Catholic Mobilizing 

Network. 

 

Title: Making a Mess in the Name of Love 

Description: Pope Francis invites us to create a mess… smell like sheep and make our churches 

poor for the poor. Radical invitations but consistent with what Catholic social ministry has 

always encouraged. Yet, we find challenges in sharing these concepts with traditional means.  

 
What are the biggest challenges we are facing in the Catholic social ministry these days? How 
might we respond to those challenges? Real love requires freedom and restraint, spontaneity 
and planning and can’t be easily pigeon- holed. This session will discuss how to approach and 
share Catholic social justice ministry in new ways? Ways that are relevant fresh and yet 
maintains Gospel integrity. How can we enliven the principles that they may be appreciated by 
more of our sisters and brothers? 
 
 
 

MONDAY MORNING WORKSHOPS 

 
 

Diocesan Track 1  
 
Panelists: Lynn Campbell, Archdiocese of Hartford; Kent Ferris, Diocese of Davenport; Rita 
Sloan, Diocese of Reno; Tony Stieritz, Archdiocese of Cincinnati  
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Biographies:  
Lynn Campbell Lynn is the Executive Director of the Office for Catholic Social 
Justice Ministry of the Archdiocese of Hartford. She has been with the 
Archdiocese for 11 years, serving as the director for the last 6 years. She has 
a Master’s Degree in Non-Profit management and a Graduate Certificate in 
Pastoral Administration from Regis University. She is a Board of Director of 
the Roundtable Association of Catholic Diocesan Social Action Directors, 
serving as the Treasurer for the last 3 years.  

Kent Ferris is the Director of Social Action for Catholic Charities of the 
Diocese of Davenport, IA. Besides overseeing the small Catholic Charities 
operations, he also directs everything from Pro-Life/Respect Life efforts, to 
a wide range of social, economic and environmental justice educational and 
parish involvement efforts for our 22 county diocese. Kent also sits on the 
board of the Roundtable Association of Catholic Diocesan Social Action 
Directors.  

Rita Sloan is the Coordinator for the Life Peace & Justice Commission for 
the Diocese of Reno, as well as coordinator for Alternatives to Violence 
Project Nevada (AVP Nevada). She is a wife, mother, and grandmother, and 
a life-long seeker of knowledge and understanding, with a Masters of 
Theological Studies from the Franciscan School of Theology in California.  
Specific areas of study include Catholic Social Teaching, peace and 
nonviolence, and the Enneagram (with Riso-Hudson certification). Rita is an 

active board member of two non-profits in Nevada, ACTIONN, a PICO faith-based community 
activism organization, and the Nevada Coalition Against the Death Penalty. 

Tony Stieritz has directed the Archdiocese of Cincinnati Catholic Social 
Action Office for the last 13 years. The office supports parishes and schools 
in Catholic Social Teaching faith formation and organized social ministry. It 
also advocates around a wide variety of issues related to human life, dignity 
and care for God’s creation as well as oversees the Catholic Campaign for 
Human Development, Catholic Relief Services and Catholic Rural Life for the 

Archdiocese. He currently chairs the Ohio Catholic bishops’ Social Concerns Department and 
serves on several, community advisory boards for local environmental, immigration and reentry 
concerns. He has served as a consultant to the U.S. Catholic bishops’ Catholic Campaign for 
Human Development Subcommittee. Tony is a graduate of Xavier University. He, his wife, 
Jessica, and three sons, Luke, Jonah, and Sebastian live in Cincinnati. 
 
Title: Using Diocesan Commissions to Build Your Capacity 
Description: What to do when your bishop suggests a life and justice commission? Who to 
bring to the table? What will the commission do? How to avoid pitfalls? Helpful or just more 
work?  What does a commission look like if there is no social action director? Commissions can 
be seen as a creative response to building capacity. But they also can end up being a lot of work 
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with little return. Learn from the experience of our panelists who will share different models 
used in their diocese. 
 
 
Diocesan Track 2  
 
Presenter: Jane Deren, PhD, Center of Concern 

Biography: Deren is a recipient of the Roundtable Fagan Award for her 
contribution to promoting Catholic Social Teaching.  She founded the 
Education for Justice (EfJ) project at the Center of Concern in 2001, served 
as EfJ’s Director, and now is a Senior Fellow for the EfJ project. She has 
taught on the university level as well as on the high school level, most 
recently teaching Catholic Social Teaching at Georgetown Visitation Prep; 
she has also worked with adult learners in a variety of settings. She is the 
author of best-selling Center of Concern workbooks Catholic Social 
Teaching and Human Rights and Celebrate Jubilee and Justice!, both of 
which earned recognition as important catechetical resources for 

educators.  Jane studied at St. Joseph’s University, Temple University and the Washington 
Theological Union. 
 
Title: Catholic Social Teaching: Basics and Beyond 
Description: An overview of Catholic Social Teaching, using A/V, lecture, interactive activity 
 
 
Parish Track  
 
Panelists: Scott Hurd, CCUSA; Genevieve Laskey, CRS; Jill Rauh, USCCB-JPHD 
 

Biographies: R. Scott Hurd is Senior Director, Leadership Development, at 
Catholic Charities USA (CCUSA), and has twenty-five years’ experience in 
professional ministry at the national, diocesan, and parish level. Scott’s 
responsibilities at CCUSA include serving and resourcing the Parish Social 
Ministry Section, in collaboration with the Parish Social Ministry Leadership 
Team. Scott has degrees from Oxford University and the University of 
Richmond, has authored five books, and won writing awards from the 
Association of Catholic Publishers and the Catholic Press Association. 

 
Genevieve Laskey is a ministry resource specialist at Catholic Relief Services. 
She has a background in pastoral ministry and resource development. She 
holds a Master’s in Theology from the University of Notre Dame and is 
pursuing a Master’s in Organization Development and Leadership from St. 
Joseph’s University in Philadelphia. 
 
 

https://www.coc.org/node/6319
https://www.coc.org/node/6319
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Jill Rauh serves as the Director of Education & Outreach for the 
Department of Justice, Peace & Human Development for the United 
States Conference of Catholic Bishops.  The Education and Outreach staff 
assists the bishops in broadening, deepening and strengthening efforts to 
share Catholic social teaching, to educate about poverty and the mission 
of CCHD, and to involve diocesan and other Catholic leaders in effective 
education, grassroots advocacy and action on the Catholic social mission.   

 
Title: Creative Approaches to Ministerial Opportunities and Challenges 
Description: Participants will help each other work through their specific opportunities or 
challenges in sharing the Church’s social mission. Representatives from national organizations 
will be present to facilitate the process and share tips about resources and creative approaches.  

 
 
Share the Journey Track 
 
Presenter: Rev. Roger Landry, Attaché, Permanent Observer Mission of the Holy See to the 

United Nations  
Biography: Father Roger J. Landry is a priest of the Diocese of Fall 
River, Massachusetts, who works for the Holy See’s Permanent 
Observer Mission to the United Nations in New York. A graduate of 
Harvard College, he studied for the priesthood at the Pontifical North 
American College in Rome where he did graduate work in Moral 
Theology and Bioethics at the John Paul II Institute for Marriage and 

Family. He writes regularly for many Catholic publications, appears frequently on Catholic radio 
and television, and speaks widely on the thought of Popes John Paul II, Benedict XVI and 
Francis. He was an on-site commentator for EWTN’s coverage of the 2013 papal conclave that 
elected Pope Francis and is the author of Plan of Life: Habits to Help You Grow Closer to 
God (Pauline Books and Media 2018). 
 
Title: The Work of the Holy See in Fostering the Welcome, Protection, Promotion and 
Integration of Migrants and Refugees 
Description: This presentation will give an overview of the work of the Holy See at the United 
Nations on the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration and the Global Compact 
for Refugees. It will be set within the context of the diplomacy of the Holy See, the vigorous 
advocacy of Pope Francis, and the context of the work of the Catholic Church throughout the 
globe. 
 
 
 

MONDAY AFTERNOON WORKSHOPS 

 
Diocesan Track 1  
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Presenter: Genevieve Mougey, Bread for the World  
Biography: Genevieve Mougey is the Senior National Associate for 
Roman Catholic Engagement at Bread for the World in Washington, D.C. 
She has worked in Catholic advocacy, social justice ministries, campus 
ministry and parish ministry for the past 15 years. Previously, she was 
the Poverty Outreach and Education Manager at the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops.  
 

Title: The Creativity of Compromise 
Description: How can we engage in advocacy from a Spirit of Creativity? When we examine 
the creation of a sculpture, we can use the theological language and lens of the apophatic and 
catophatic in examining the structure we wish to create. By taking away and building up 
(structures, policies, etc.), we are able to engage in deeper and meaningful ways. 
 
 
Diocesan Track 2  
 
Presenter: Mike Jordan Laskey, Diocese of Camden 

Biography:  Michael Jordan Laskey is the director of Life & Justice 
Ministries for the Diocese of Camden, NJ. He serves on the Board of 
Directors of the Roundtable Association of Catholic Diocesan Social 
Action Directors and as Vice President of the board for the Aquinas 
Center in Philadelphia. Before moving to the diocese, Mike was a 
program coordinator for the Center for FaithJustice, a Catholic nonprofit 
that runs service immersion trips near Trenton, NJ.  Mike completed an 
MA in theology from the University of Notre Dame through the 

university’s Echo: Faith Formation Leadership Program, and he has a BA in English, also from 
Notre Dame. Mike lives with his wife in Haddon Township, NJ. He blogs for the Camden diocese 
at http://camdenlifejustice.wordpress.com. 
 
Title: Both/And: Bringing Social Justice Ministry and Respect Life Ministry Together  
Description: In the Diocese of Camden, there is no Respect Life Office. There is no Justice and 
Peace Office. Instead, they have “Life & Justice Ministries.” 

The ampersand — & — in the title is the most important part: it unites efforts on behalf of 
human life and social justice. They are impossible to separate. We are called to protecting 
human life and dignity from the moment of conception onward, all the way to natural death, 
including every moment in between. 
 
Come learn about how this consistent, comprehensive, both-and, Catholic approach gave shape 
to a thriving diocesan ministry, one that as Cardinal Timothy Dolan of New York said means, 
“we are called to care for the “uns”: the un-employed; the un-insured; the un-wanted; the un-
wed mother, and her innocent, fragile un-born baby in her womb; the un-documented; the un-
housed; the un-healthy; the un-fed; the under-educated.   



 

 

 

20 

Parish Track 
 
Panelists: Anne Avella, Joanne Kratz, Jeri Beth Subers, Members of CRS Parish Ambassador 
Corps; Jeff Wallace, CRS  
 

Biographies: 
 
 Anne Avella 
 

Joanne Kratz is the animator for the Catholic Relief Services Parish 

Ambassador Corps in the Archdiocese of Philadelphia.  Joanne is a Mercy 

Associate and a member of St. Maria Goretti Parish in Hatfield, PA where 

she is active in the Society of St. Vincent de Paul.  She is passionate 

about social justice issues locally and abroad. 

 
 

 
Jeri Beth Subers 
 

Jeffrey Miguel Wallace is a Relationship Manager in CRS’ Northeast/Mid-

Atlantic Region based in Radnor, PA. A native of Hillsborough, New 

Jersey, Jeff received his bachelor’s degree in Theology from Saint 

Joseph’s University in Philadelphia (2010) and his Masters in Divinity 

from Boston College School of Theology and Ministry (2014). He is 

interested in and passionate about Catholic Social Teaching and 

accompanying others in pursuing a “faith that does justice.”  

 
Title: Forming a “church which goes forth”: Global, Missionary Discipleship with CRS Parish 
Ambassador Corps. 
Description: In Evangelii Gaudium, Pope Francis writes, “The Church which ‘goes forth’ is a 
community of missionary disciples who take the first step, who are involved and supportive, 
who bear fruit and rejoice (24).” Join CRS for a discussion of how to form missionary disciples 
who are prepared to “take the first step” in bringing global solidarity to life in their parishes. 
CRS Staff and Parish Ambassadors will share stories, best practices, and resources! 
 
 
Share the Journey track  
 
Panelists: Hilary Chester, Kathleen Goss; Lisa Lungren, USCCB-Migration & Refugee Services  
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Biographies:  
Hilary Chester, Ph.D., is the Associate Director of Anti-Trafficking at 
USSB/MRS has served national victims of trafficking and other vulnerable 
migrants for over fifteen years. She also has a decade of experience in the 
design and management of nation-wide anti-trafficking outreach, 
identification, and capacity-building programs. Most recently, Dr. Chester 
successfully led a DOS-funded initiative to enhance and strengthen the 
Church’s capacity to address forced labor at sea in Southeast Asia. Prior to 
joining USCCB, Ms. Chester served as the Program Coordinator for Catholic 
Charities of San Antonio’s Anti-Human Trafficking program and the Chair of 
the local DOJ-funded human trafficking task force and regional Coalition. 

 
Lisa Lungren, M.A.,is the National Education and Outreach Coordinator 
of Anti-Trafficking brings a decade of experience leading and 
coordinating grassroots outreach, coalition-building in multi- lingual 
settings, and developing educational resources for varied audiences. Ms. 
Lungren previously oversaw the development and implementation of 
multi- and cross sector initiatives in Mexico, Colombia, and Panama to 
combat illicit activity and promote the rule of law (a culture of 
lawfulness). The project, which involved faith-based leaders from the 

Catholic Church, as well as stakeholders from civil society and law enforcement, was recognized 
by the US Department of State, the World Bank, and the United Nations as an effective crime 
and corruption prevention strategy. 
 

Kathleen Goss is a Program Associate for Special Programs at USCCB 
Migration and Refugee Services (MRS) supports the work of the Anti-
Trafficking and Children’s Services teams to serve, protect, and advocate 
for immigrant and refugee populations. She has developed, designed, and 
promoted educational resources for local parishes, dioceses and 
community groups on human trafficking, including forced labor in the 
seafood industry. She also is charged with raising the visibility of 
USCCB/MRS Special Programs, which encompasses anti-trafficking, foster 
care, and family reunification.  Ms. Goss is pursuing an M.S. in Church 
Management through the Villanova University School of Business and has 
worked as a professional ballet dancer and ESL teacher. 

 
Title: Harnessing the Cry of Empathy from the Pews: Transforming an authentic concern for 
survivors of human trafficking into active accompaniment and engagement 
Description: One of the most hidden and vulnerable populations our Church is called to 
accompany and protect are women, men, and children subjected to forced labor and 
commercial sexual exploitation. Over the last two decades, global understanding of the scope 
and prevalence of human trafficking has evolved, and with that a mounting concern among U.S. 
Catholics over the crime’s contempt for the dignity and sanctity of human life.  
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As the papacy, the U.S. Bishops, and our country’s religious sisters amplify their cry against 
what Pope Francis describes as “a wound against contemporary society,” a growing number of 
parishioners are anxious to become involved in its eradication. Given the complexity of the 
issue due to its criminal underpinnings and victims “hidden in plain sight,” Catholics hoping to 
make a difference can easily become discouraged as they brush up against what can seem an 
insurmountable challenge. Based on best practices from USCCB’s national BECOME A 
SHEPHERD outreach program, and successful examples from parishes around the country, 
this workshop will offer pragmatic, fresh, and creative responses to operationalize a growing 
Catholic hunger to effectively fight human trafficking. Diocesan leaders will be equipped 
with an engaging three-pronged approach to transform empathy for victims into action that 
is effective and long-lasting 
 
 
 

MONDAY AFTERNOON CREATIVE PROCESSING TIME 
 
Facilitators: Marthamaria Morales and Augusto Michael Trujillo, CRS  
 

Biographies: Marthamaria Morales was born in San Diego, CA and raised in 
Guatemala City, Guatemala. She earned a Bachelors in Communications and 
Public Relations from San Carlos de Guatemala University in Guatemala City. 
Her working experience includes: Serving at the Diocese of Birmingham in 
Alabama as a Coordinator of Hispanic Youth and Young Adults & Director of 
Hispanic Ministry. Her communications skills allowed her to work at 
different secular media outlets (radio, press, TV and advertising). At EWTN, 
she found her passion for missionary work and produced many educational 
series for TV and radio.  Marthamaria is the CRS Relationship Manager 

serving the dioceses of Mobile, Birmingham, Nashville, Memphis, Owensboro, Louisville, 
Lexington and Covington. She serves on several boards, including La RED Catholic Network of 
Pastoral Juvenil Hispana and Southeast Pastoral Institute (SEPI). She also is Co-Chair for 
Communications for the V ENCUENTRO. 

 

Augusto Michael Trujillo is the Relationship Manager for the Southeast 
Regional Office of Catholic Relief Services, which is the official international 
relief aid and development agency of the U.S. Catholic Church. He works 
with the dioceses in Georgia, South Carolina, North Carolina and the 
diocese of Knoxville, TN.  Michael has seen the work of the Catholic Church 
in Nicaragua, Burkina Faso, Mali and Philippines.  

Michael is an Atlanta native from a Cuban-American family. He holds dual 
degrees in Public Relations and Political Science from the University of 

Georgia and a Master’s Degree of Business Administration from Emory University. He 
previously worked at Catholic Charities Atlanta and served a year as a volunteer middle school 
teacher in inner-city St. Louis. Internships with CNN and The White House Office of Media 
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Affairs gave Michael valuable experience with communications and media, leading to later 
employment in a marketing role with The Atlanta Journal-Constitution. Michael is a parishioner 
of the Cathedral of Christ the King in Atlanta.  
 
Title: Power Walk  
Description: Through this activity participants will become sensitized to power relations and to 
the marginalization experienced by some members of society. Role play and discussion will help 
participants understand advocacy is about shifting power.    

 
 

MONDAY EVENING MULTICULTURAL MUSIC PRESENTATION 

  

Tuesday, July 17 – Beauty in CST  
Daily Sponsor: Catholic Relief Services 
 

OPENING PLENARY 

 

Presenter: Caroline Brennan, CRS  
Biography:  Caroline Brennan is the Emergency Communications 
Director for Catholic Relief Services. In her role, she travels to and/or 
works in areas facing natural or man-made emergencies, conducts 
interviews and capture the reality of what is happening through stories 
and video. She also provides communications support to local partner 
organizations as they respond to rapidly-changing needs of emergency 
relief and recovery efforts. With CRS, she has worked across 22 
countries documenting people’s pursuits to overcome adversity and 

lead empowered lives.  Previously, Caroline worked with the U.S. Committee for Refugees 
in Washington, DC, the Jewish Federation of Metropolitan Chicago, and served a Peace 
Corps volunteer. Caroline grew up in a military family that eventually settled in Austin, 
TX. Caroline graduated with a Journalism/Spanish degree from Texas A&M. She has four 
sisters. 
 
Title: The Power of Storytelling and Messaging: Effective Representation for Those We Serve 
Description: This Messaging and Presentation session will provide insight into the principles of 
effective storytelling and representation for connecting with, and influencing, diverse U.S. 
audiences in a landscape of competition, misperception, fatigue and fear. At a time when our 
voice is needed more than ever to represent the most vulnerable, the use of our platform must 
be as powerful as possible in helping those in our dioceses, parishes, schools and networks—
many of whom are looking for connection, innovation, meaning and impact—to deepen their 
understanding, support and engagement with those we serve. From presentations in front of 
large groups to making a case with an influential individual, the opportunity exists to transform 
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a person’s thinking, level of engagement and nature of commitment for longer-term impact. 
 

TUESDAY MORNING PLENARY  

 

Presenter: Kate Hennessy, author, Servant of God Dorothy Day’s 
granddaughter  
Biography: Hennessy is a writer and the youngest of Dorothy Day’s 

nine grandchildren. Her book, Dorothy Day: The World Will Be Saved By 

Beauty: An Intimate Portrait of My Grandmother has won a Christopher 

Award and was chosen by the Chicago Tribune for best spiritual writing 

of 2017. She has worked in collaboration with the photographer Vivian 

Cherry on Dorothy Day and the Catholic Worker: The Miracle of Our 

Continuance, and her work has appeared in Best American Travel Writing. 

 

Kate attended New York University and the School for International Training in Vermont. She 

has traveled and worked around the world, including at an international summer camp in the 

former USSR, as an ESL Teacher in Guatemala and to Tibetan refugees in India. She has also 

walked 750 kilometers on el Camino de Santiago in Spain. Kate divides her time between 

Vermont and Ireland. 

 
Title: Dorothy Day: The World Will Be Saved Beauty 
Description: A discussion on the powerful and challenging message and example Dorothy Day 
gives us for a “concrete, creative response.” 

 
 
 

TUESDAY AFTERNOON WORKSHOPS 

 

Diocesan Track 1  
 
Panelists: Rev. Clete Kiley, UNITE HERE; Tom Mulloy, Society of St. Vincent de Paul; Clayton 
Sinyai, Catholic Labor Network  

Biographies:  
Fr. Clete Kiley Immigration Policy Director for UNITEHERE, the union 
of hotel workers. A priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago, Kiley is 
currently detailed to the union where he leads efforts to protect 
the rights of immigrant workers and to reform US immigration 
policy. Under the auspices of the National Federation of Priests’ 
Councils (NFPC) and in conjunction with the AFL-CIO, Kiley also 
supervises a national “Priest-Labor Initiative” that brings parish 
priests together to meet with union leaders and workers and to 
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explore current labor conditions and struggles in light of Catholic Social Teaching. Kiley is a 
special Advisor to Cardinal Cupich and the Chaplain for the Chicago Federation of Labor. Fr. 
Kiley holds a Doctorate in Ministry from the University of St. Mary of the Lake, as well as a 
Masters in Divinity Degree, and a Masters Degree in Applied Spirituality (Ignatian) from the 
University of San Francisco. He is fluent in Spanish and Italian. 

Tom Mulloy is the National Director of Poverty Programs for the Society of St. 
Vincent de Paul. In his role, Tom coordinates the Society’s community-based 
systemic change programming, in which Vincentians build programs to 
combat the root causes of poverty. He also assists the Voice of the Poor 
Committee, the Society’s advocacy arm. Prior to joining the Society, Tom was 
the domestic economic and labor policy advisor for the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops. 
 
 

 
Clayton Sinyai is the Executive Director of the Catholic Labor Network, a 

volunteer organization that brings together Catholic union leaders, activists 

and staff with clergy, religious, and lay social justice activists to promote 

Catholic Social Teaching on labor and work. Sinyai has spent twenty-five years 

in the labor movement, first as a rank-and-file member and later as a staffer 

with duties including research, communications, organizing, leadership 

development, labor-management cooperation, political operations, health 

and safety, and the launch and administration of a 501(c)3 workers' 

association in the residential construction industry. Sinyai is a member of (Construction) 

Laborers’ Local 11 in Washington DC and a parishioner at St. Philip’s in Falls Church, Virginia. His 

writing on labor and work has appeared in Commonweal and America, and he is the author of 

Schools of Democracy: The Political History of the American Labor Movement (Cornell, 2006). 

 

Title: Good Intentions Are Not Enough: Collaborating with Worker Organizations to Pursue 
Worker Justice 
Description: A concrete, creative response to injustice in today’s world usually requires 
partners. In the twentieth century, the Church helped foster social justice for workers by 
supporting their struggles to organize and form unions. A 2017 survey of union leaders and 
Catholic Conference directors showed that these groups continue to share many priorities: both 
are fighting to defend the rights of immigrants, the right of every worker to a living wage, the 
need for paid sick and family leave, to name a few. 
 
Some in Catholic social ministry have partnered with unions in teaching exercises to introduce 
parishioners to real social justice struggles going on in their communities; others have 
partnered with them to fight punitive immigration policies or to promote minimum wage 
increases or family-friendly employment policies. Presenters will share their stories of Church-
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labor collaboration to make a concrete, creative response to injustice, then lead discussions 
where participants will discuss social justice challenges in their areas and consider whether they 
are candidates for collaboration with worker organizations. 
 
 
Diocesan Track 2 
 
Presenter: Meg Olson, NETWORK  

Biography: Meg is the Grassroots Mobilization Manager, and she helps 
NETWORK’s members and supporters—Grassroots Advocates teams, 
Advocates Councils, and activists—to become stronger and more effective 
advocates for social, economic, and racial justice. Meg has been an activist 
since her 20’s working on a variety of social justice issues including 
education policy, immigration reform, and ending mountaintop removal 
coal mining in Appalachia. Before coming to NETWORK, she worked in the 

Advocacy Department at Catholic Charities in St. Louis where she spent time lobbying state 
lawmakers and directing the Catholic Campaign for Human Development. Meg has a B.A. in 
Music and an M.A. in English. 
 
Title: The Racial Wealth and Income Gap 

Description: The Racial Wealth and Income Gap workshop is an interactive experience that 

engages participants through a small group learning simulation, discussion, and policy analysis. 

This workshop teaches participants about 12 key federal policies and practices implemented in 

the U.S. since the abolishment of slavery that have led to the intentional divestment of the 

Black community and provided the institutional structure for what many see today as White 

Privilege.  

 

This workshop invites dialogue and discussion, while at the same time providing up to date 

facts and figures about how policies have continued to contribute the ever expanding wealth 

and income gap between Black and white families in the United States. Participants in this 

workshop will receive access to NETWORK’s materials and trainings so that they can bring it 

home to their parish!  

 
 
Parish Track 1 
 
Presenters: Caitlin Morneau and Emma Tacke, Catholic Mobilizing Network  
Biographies: 

Caitlin Morneau is the Restorative Justice Consultant for Catholic Mobilizing 
Network (CMN), a national organization working to end the use of the death 
penalty and promote restorative justice. After early formation in immersive 
Catholic service experiences during her undergraduate studies at the 
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University of New Hampshire, Caitlin spent a year as an AmeriCorps Caseworker with Catholic 
Charities of Baltimore. Since then she has worked in administrative and programmatic 
capacities with DC area non-profits including Catholic Volunteer Network, Youth Service 
Opportunities Project and Smith Center for Healing and the Arts. Caitlin is currently an MA 
candidate in Conflict Transformation at Eastern Mennonite University and serves on the Board 
of Directors at Bethlehem Farm in Alderson, West Virginia.   
 

Emma Tacke is the Associate Director of Community Engagement for Catholic 
Mobilizing Network (CMN). After earning her bachelor's degree in Political 
Science and Gender Studies from the College of Saint Benedict, Emma moved 
to Seattle, Washington for a year of service with the Jesuit Volunteer Corps. 
Upon completing JVC NW Emma spent a year with NETWORK Lobby in 
Washington D.C. working for social and economic issues as a Grassroots 

Mobilization Associate. As a lifelong Catholic and believer in the sanctity of human life, Emma is 
thrilled to work for CMN, an organization that promotes the Church's pro-life teachings and 
prepares Catholics for informed involvement in the public debate to end the death penalty and 
promote restorative justice. 
 
Title: Restorative Justice: A Creative Approach to Ending the Death Penalty and Transforming 
Criminal Justice in the United States 
Description: The death penalty is the most extreme example of retribution in the US criminal 
justice system. Yet, it is only the tip of the iceberg in responses to crime that violate the 
Catholic Church’s pro-life teaching on the inherent dignity of the human person. The Church 
teaches that in responding to crime, we must take a restorative approach that honors the 
human dignity of the victim, offender, and community impacted. There are countless ways to 
do this, from public policy advocacy to integration of restorative practices. This workshop will 
invite participants to cultivate moral imagination and consider creative approaches to 
transforming our broken criminal justice system- changes that are grounded in the present 
realities of harm and violence, while bringing about the God’s vision for reconciliation. 
 
 
Parish Track 2 Track  
 
Panelists: Terri Burgin, POWER Interfaith; Mary S. Laver, PhD, POWER Interfaith; Rev. Stephen 
Thorne, Archdiocese of Philadelphia 
 
Biographies:  
 
Terri Burgin is the co-chair of the Economic Dignity Campaign for POWER Interfaith 
 

Mary S. Laver is a long-time co-leader of POWER at St. Vincent de Paul 
Parish, Germantown and is the Catholic Community Organizer for 
POWER Interfaith. She helped the PICO Network create the “Year of 
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Encounter with Pope Francis” program involving 150 Catholic parishes nationally and 12 in the 
Philadelphia area.   

 Fr. Stephen Thorne is a priest of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia. Born 
on November 11, 1968 in Philadelphia, he is the youngest of eight 
children of James and Fayette Thorne. He was educated at Our Lady of 
the Holy Souls Parish School and graduated from Northeast Catholic 
High School in 1986. He was formed for the Priesthood at Saint Charles 
Borromeo Seminary in Wynnewood, Pa., where he also earned three 
academic degrees. Father Thorne was ordained a Catholic Priest on May 
16, 1998 and has served as Pastor of Saint Martin de Porres Catholic 
Church since June 2011. 
 

Title: Walking with Charity and Justice: A Roadmap for Parishes 

Description: The USCCB’s “Two Feet of Love in Action” poster offers a “visual sermon” on 

Matthew 25:  We are called to express God’s love in the world through both Charity and Justice.  

For generations, American Catholic parishes have been giving of their time, talent and treasure 

to relieve human suffering in their communities and beyond.   In our challenging times, we are 

also hearing the call to do the “upstream” work of addressing public policies that cause that 

suffering. Join us for a session of listening and dialogue with representatives of 2 parishes and a 

faith-based community organization on the timely topic of how to walk with “both feet” in your 

parish!    

 
 

TUESDAY AFTERNOON CREATIVE PROCESSING TIME 

 
Presenter: Mike Jordan Laskey, Diocese of Camden 
Biography: Michael Jordan Laskey is the director of Life & Justice 
Ministries for the Diocese of Camden, NJ. He serves on the Board of 
Directors of the Roundtable Association of Catholic Diocesan Social 
Action Directors and as Vice President of the board for the Aquinas 
Center in Philadelphia. Before moving to the diocese, Mike was a 
program coordinator for the Center for FaithJustice, a Catholic 

nonprofit that runs service immersion trips near Trenton, NJ.  Mike completed an MA in 
theology from the University of Notre Dame through the university’s Echo: Faith Formation 
Leadership Program, and he has a BA in English, also from Notre Dame. Mike lives with his wife 
in Haddon Township, NJ. He blogs for the Camden diocese 
at http://camdenlifejustice.wordpress.com. 
 
Title: Storytelling as Best Practice: Two-Minute Faith and Justice Testimonies 
Description: Our own stories of personal encounters on the margins of society can be creative 
tools to help us inspire others to work for justice. In this interactive session, you’ll have the 
chance to prepare and share a two-minute story from your own faith and justice journey in a 
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small group.  Then, in a large group, we’ll hear from several of your favorite storytellers, 
discussing elements of each story that make them great.  
 
 
 

TUESDAY EVENING PLENARY  

 

Presenter: Brother Mickey McGrath, OSFS  
Biography: Brother Mickey McGrath, an Oblate of St. Francis de Sales, lives 

and works in Camden, NJ. He is an award winning artist, author, and speaker 

who celebrates through his work the connections between art, beauty, and 

religious faith. He is a popular presenter at conferences and retreats 

throughout the US and Canada. He highlights themes of art for meditation; 

social justice; cultural diversity; and the healing power of beauty in all its 

forms. 

Bro. Mickey’s most recent publications, OUR COMMON HOME and 

DRAWING CLOSER TO GOD, have all been award-winning. For the past several years, Bro. 

Mickey has been leading an ongoing mural project at JOSEPH’S HOUSE, a homeless shelter in 

Camden, with the help of volunteers of all ages and backgrounds. He has also created paintings 

for CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES, which are featured in their YOUTUBE video series on Catholic 

Social teaching - CST 1O1.  

 
Title: Art and Peace will Embrace, Beauty and Justice will Meet! 
Description: Using his own paintings and the stories behind them, artist and story-teller Bro. 
Mickey McGrath will share some of the connections he has made between beauty and social 
justice. Drawing his inspirations from the words and insights of Pope Francis, Dorothy Day, and 
Thea Bowman, we will re-discover the presence of God in the most unexpected faces and 
places.  
 
 

Wednesday, July 18 – Goodness in CST  
*Daily Sponsor: USCCB - Catholic Campaign for Human Development 
 

WEDNESDAY MORNING OPENING PANEL 

 
Panel Facilitator: Ralph McCloud, USCCB-CCHD 
Biography: McCloud is the current Director of the Catholic Campaign for 
Human Development (CCHD), an anti-poverty program of the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops. Prior to working the USCCB, Ralph worked 
as Division Director of Pastoral and Community Services in the Diocese of 
Fort Worth Texas. He has served as President of the National Association of 
Black Catholic Administrators and as a board member of both the National 
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Black Catholic Congress and the Roundtable Association of Catholic Diocesan Social Action 
Directors.  Civically, Ralph served 4 terms on the Fort Worth City Council from 1997 – 2005 and 
3 terms as Mayor Pro Tempore. He currently serves on the board of the Center for Migration 
Services of New York and the Catholic Mobilizing Network. 
  
Panelists: Representatives from CCHD funded sites in the Archdiocese of Philadelphia 
 

 Samrawit Melaku, leader/organizer with POWER (Philadelphians Organized to Witness, 
Empower, and Rebuild) – originally from Ethiopia, organizes under-paid workers to 
mobilize for fair and living wages. 
 

 Nyambi Royston, coop worker/owner with PACA (Philadelphia Area Cooperative 
Alliance) – currently developing a farming/food coop in North Philadelphia 
 

 Noelle Warford, Executive Director of Urban Tree Connection – urban farming, ecology 
and justice education, and food justice organizing in West Philadelphia 
 

 Christi Clark, Organizing Director, Women’s Community Revitalization Project.  This 
organization works with community members to advocate for affordable housing, and 
to develop and protect affordable housing through a community land trust. 

 
 
Title: Catholic Campaign for Human Development: Empowering Creative Community 
Description: Participants will hear first-hand accounts of how CCHD has impacted the local 
community through the stories and reflections from our panelists, all CCHD recipients.   
 
 
 

WEDNESDAY MORNING PLENARY 

 

Presenter: Most Rev. Jaime Soto, Bishop, Diocese of Sacramento  

Biography: Bishop Soto was born on December 31, 1955 in Inglewood, 
California. He graduated from Saint John's Seminary College, Camarillo, CA 
in 1978 with a B.A. in Philosophy and received a M.Div. from Saint John's 
Seminary, Camarillo, CA in 1982. He was ordained for Priestly service in the 
Diocese of Orange, CA in June 1982.  He attended Columbia University 
School of Social Work, New York City and graduated on May 1986 with a 
Master in Social Work, (MSW). 

He assumed a position as Associate Director of Catholic Charities of Orange in July 1986 and 
assumed the directorship of the Immigration and Citizenship Services at Catholic Charities in 
December, 1986.  He was involved with the implementation of the Immigration Reform and 
Control Act of 1986. He was named a prelate of honor by his Holiness, Pope John Paul II, in 
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1990 and given the title of Monsignor. He was named the Titular Bishop of Segia and the 
Auxiliar Bishop of the Diocese of Orange, CA by his Holiness, Pope John Paul II on March 23, 
2000.  His Episcopal Ordination took place on May 31, 2000, the Feast of the Visitation. 

On October 11, 2007, Pope Benedict XVI named Bishop Jaime Soto as coadjutor bishop of the 
Diocese of Sacramento.  Bishop Soto was welcomed into the diocese on November 19, 
2007.  While serving as Coadjutor Bishop, he served as Moderator of the Curia, Vicar for 
Hispanics and Other Ethnic Ministries, and represented many pastoral and civic groups. On 
November 29, 2008, Bishop Jaime Soto became the head of the diocese upon the retirement of 
the Most Reverend Bishop William K. Weigand. 

Title: Creativity and Community in Challenging Times 
Description:  
 
 
 

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON CCHD IMMERSION EXPERIENCES 

 
BUS #1 
 

Location: Philadelphia Area Cooperative Alliance (PACA) 
Description: The Philadelphia Area Cooperative Alliance organizes worker-owned and 
community-owned democratic cooperative businesses in the Philadelphia region. The 
organization takes a holistic approach to reducing inequality and building a new economy that 
works for everyone.   
 
Location: Philadelphians Organized to Witness, Empower, and Rebuild (POWER) 
Description: POWER is an interfaith organization committed to building communities of 
opportunity that work for all. POWER builds the capacity of low-income people of faith and 
their allies to advance anti-poverty policies such as living wage laws, more equitable funding for 
public schools serving the poor, and criminal justice reforms. 
 
 
BUS #2 
Location: Urban Tree 
Description: Urban Tree Connection works with historically marginalized communities in West 
Philadelphia to reclaim vacant land for community development. Since 1997, they have 
partnered with residents to redevelop 29 lots for communal growing and gathering, sustainable 
food production, and community leadership development. 
 
Location: Women’s Community Revitalization Project 
Description: The Women’s Community Revitalization Project (WCRP) is a multi-racial, non-

profit community-based development organization committed to social and economic equity 

for low-income women and their families.  They develop housing and neighborhood facilities; 
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provide supportive services, advocate for policy change; and honor leadership, dignity and 

justice in their communities. 

 
BOTH BUSES 
Location: The Aquinas Center 
Description: Since 2013, The Aquinas Center has emerged as a safe, welcoming place in South 
Philadelphia where neighbors and visitors can experience radical hospitality, where each person 
finds a seat at the table, and where beauty and belonging prevail.  Over 550 children, youth, 
and adults walk through the doors each week for activities ranging from Encounter experiences 
to community organizing to immigration legal services to English classes. 
 

Thursday, July 19 – CST in Action  
*Daily Sponsor: Catholic Charities USA 
 

 

THURSDAY MORNING OPENING PANEL 

 

Panel Facilitator: Bethany J. Welch, PhD. 
Biography: Welch is the Executive Director of Aquinas Center and 
identifies as a practitioner/scholar. Her research on the Catholic Church and 
urban revitalization prompted an invitation from Philadelphia’s St. Thomas 
Aquinas parish to help them repurpose a former convent to create a space 
that builds unity in diversity, supports learning, and inspires thoughtful 
action. The resulting Aquinas Center emerged as a safe, welcoming place 
where neighbors and visitors can experience radical hospitality, where each 
person finds a seat at the table, and where beauty and belonging prevail. 

Dr. Welch co-authored a book titled: Partnering with Immigrant Communities: Action through 
Literacy in 2016.  In 2014, Dr. Welch was recognized by the United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops with the Cardinal Bernardin New Leadership Award for how her development 
of the Aquinas Center addressed poverty and injustice. Her current speaking and writing 
commitments focus on migration, mural making, youth inclusion in public space, and mutuality 
in university-community partnerships. 
 
Paneliests: Sarah Aljanabi, Catholic Charities Diocese of Camden; Elias Bakhash, Villanova 
University; Guadalupe Mendez, Cabrini University 
 

Biography: Sarah Aljanabi, is an intensive case manager with the 

supportive assistance to individuals and families program at Catholic 

Charities diocese of Camden, where she helps in providing social services 

to, advocate for, and empower the poor, oppressed or vulnerable. She is a 

refugee in the United States since 2014; Sarah is originally from Iraq and 
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worked with the refugees and immigration program for almost 4 years. 

 

 

Biography:  Elias Bakhash was born in Aleppo city in Syria in 1987. He 

studied mehancial engineering and graduated in 2011 from Alepo 

University. After living and working in Jordan for a year and a half, Elias 

re-oreinted his future and moved to Turkey where he began to support 

the Syrians working with Jesuit Refugee Service. At Catholic Relief 

Services, (CRS) he was doing water projects as a part of the Syria 

emergency program and his specilazation in water access, sanitation 

infrastucture and hygiene promotion program. In the fall of 2016, Elias 

moved to the U.S. to pursue his master’s degree at Villanova Univeristy to study Sustainable 

Engineering for 2 years. 

 

Elias’s family is scattered all over the world. His mother and sister took a tremnedous risk and 

moved to Austria by boat seeking safety. His father and sister are still in Syria with useless 

attempts to get them out. His brother is in Turkey designing water access for the internally 

displaced people in Syria. 

 
Biography: Guadalupe Mendez is a program assistant providing support 
across a number of initiatives, including the Green and Growing Summer 
Camp, Folklore and Culture Club, and the immigration legal services, which 
will launch in September 2018. Guadalupe was raised in South Philly, is a 
fantastic baker, loves to dance salsa, and currently attends Cabrini 
University. 
 
Title: Sharing the Journey: Stories of Migration and Accompaniment 

Description:  
Heeding the call in our sacred scriptures to welcome the immigrant and the stranger can begin 
with listening to those who have migrated, learning from their journeys, and then crafting 
intentional strategies for advocacy, accompaniment, and material support. This panel features 
three different perspectives and experiences with migration and will include time for audience 
questions.  
 
 
 

THURSDAY MORNING WORKSHOPS 

 
Diocesan Track 1  
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Presenters: Kim Mazyck, CCUSA and Cheryl Mrazik, CRS 
 
Biographies:  

Kimberly Mazyck began serving as the Senior Manager of Engagement and 
Educational Outreach at Catholic Charities USA (CCUSA) in March 2018.  She 
is developing a grassroots network that will advocate for justice in social 
structures and share their best practices for legislative advocacy.  Before 
joining CCUSA, she served as the Relationship Manager for National 
Partnerships at Catholic Relief Services (CRS) where she nurtured and 
managed a number of CRS’ partnerships with U.S. organizations.  Prior to 
her time at CRS, Kim spent six years in community development at a 

national children’s literacy organization.  She has over twenty years of experience in community 
outreach and advocacy with particular attention to education and human rights issues in sub-
Saharan Africa.  Kim has a B.S. from the School of Foreign Service at Georgetown University.  
She also studied theology at the Graduate Theological Union in Berkeley, California. 
 

Cheryl Mrazik joined the Advocacy Department of Catholic Relief Services 
(CRS) as Advocacy Advisor in February 2017. In that role, she builds and 
mobilizes CRS’ network of Catholic leaders who reach out to elected 
officials on critical policies and legislation, particularly related to issues of 
hunger, nutrition, and agricultural development. For six years prior, she 
served as a Relationship Manager in the CRS Northeast/Mid-Atlantic 
Regional Office, working with Catholic dioceses, high schools, and 
universities to educate Catholics on global issues and provide opportunities 
for engagement in the mission of CRS. Before coming to CRS in February 

2011, Cheryl worked at Romero Center Ministries, an urban retreat and education center at a 
parish in Camden, NJ, and completed a year of service with the Augustinian Volunteers, where 
she worked in the Campus Ministry office of St. Augustine High School in San Diego, CA. She has 
participated in service and development projects in 10 countries, including a short-term 
assignment with CRS in Iraq and Turkey in 2016. She has bachelor's degrees in English and 
Philosophy from the University of Scranton and a master's degree in International Development 
from the University of Pittsburgh. 
 
Title: Cultivating the common good: effective faith-centered advocacy 

Description: With the multitude of voices in the public square, effective advocacy has become 

even more critical. In this workshop, we will examine how advocacy is a key part of our Catholic 

faith tradition and how we can harness the influence of our Catholic and faith-centered 

networks. We will also interactively present research on Congress to help demystify advocacy 

efforts and enable participants to create or enhance their advocacy strategy. 

 
 
Diocesan Track 2  
 



 

 

 

35 

Presenters: Tom Dwyer and Tom Mulloy, Society of St. Vincent de Paul  
Biography: Tom Dwyer 

Biography: Mulloy is the National Director of Poverty Programs for the 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul. In his role, Tom coordinates the Society’s 
community-based systemic change programming, in which Vincentians build 
programs to combat the root causes of poverty. He also assists the Voice of 
the Poor Committee, the Society’s advocacy arm. Prior to joining the 
Society, Tom was the domestic economic and labor policy advisor for the 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. 
 
Title: Building Relationships with the Society of St. Vincent de Paul to Create 

Systemic Change 
Description: In over 4,000 communities across the country, 96,000 Vincentians provide direct 
aid to people in need through home visits, helping them access or maintain the things they 
need to live dignified lives. Through this work, Vincentians develop deep bonds with poor and 
vulnerable people, and have a unique perspective into not only the challenges they face, but 
also their hopes and dreams. To enhance this work and empower the people we serve with the 
tools and resources to create more just and equitable communities, Vincentians are also 
developing systemic change programs and Voice of the Poor advocacy committees. This 
workshop will explore how the Society’s work can be joined to other efforts to build bigger 
movements for justice in communities. 
 
 
Parish Track in North Lounge 
 
Presenters: Guadalupe Mendez, Cabrini University; Bethany J. Welch, PhD, Aquinas Center  
 
Biographies:  

Guadalupe Mendez is a program assistant providing support across a 
number of initiatives, including the Green and Growing Summer Camp, 
Folklore and Culture Club, and the immigration legal services, which will 
launch in September 2018. Guadalupe was raised in South Philly, is a 
fantastic baker, loves to dance salsa, and currently attends Cabrini 
University. 
 
 
Bethany J. Welch, PhD is the Executive Director of Aquinas Center. Her 
research on the Catholic Church and urban revitalization prompted 
Philadelphia’s St. Thomas Aquinas parish to invite her to help them 
repurpose a former convent to create a space that builds unity in diversity, 
supports learning, and inspires thoughtful action. In 2014, Dr. Welch was 
recognized by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops with 
the Cardinal Bernardin New Leadership Award for how her work addresses 
poverty and injustice. Welch, a VISTA volunteer from 2003-2004, also 

http://www.usccb.org/news/2014/14-090.cfm
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received a Spirit of Service Award in 2006 from the Corporation for National and Community 
Service for advancing transformational change in urban communities. She has a PhD from the 
University of Delaware, MS from the University of Rochester, and BS from Roberts Wesleyan 
College. Dr. Welch recently co-authored a book called Partnering with Immigrant Communities 
on the unique collaborative research undertaken by the Aquinas community and students at 
the University of Pennsylvania. 
 
Title: Activating Allies: Creative Action to Engage Supporters to Advance Immigrant Justice 
Description: During this time of exclusionary rhetoric, it is more and more imperative that 
parishes, schools, universities, and social justice organizations find ways to engage allies and 
advocates to fight for inclusive policies and practices. This workshop will look at two 
engagement campaigns that the Aquinas Center coordinated: Hallway of Hope and Monarcas 
Project. Both campaigns involved upwards of 500 people from across the country and both 
invited creative, artistic action to raise awareness as well as change hearts and minds around 
migration. Workshop participants will learn about the planning, materials, implementation, 
social media components, and results of these campaigns, which included legislative visits, 
donors, volunteer cultivation, and more. Participants will learn an origami folding technique 
and make their own monarch as way of processing the larger themes of the SASI conference. 
 
 
Share the Journey track  
 
Panelists: Matt Davis, Archdiocese of Philadelphia; Fr. Kurniawan Diputra, C.M., Archdiocese of 
Philadelphia; Ashley Feasley, USCCB-MRS; Melissa Hastings, USCCB-MRS 
 
Biographies:  
Matt Davis is the Director for the Office for Pastoral Care for Migrants and Refugees with the 

Archdiocese of Philadelphia. He graduated with a degree in Religious 

Studies from Washington University in St. Louis and is currently enrolled in 

the Master’s in Church Management program at Villanova University. Matt 

spent 2 years living and working in the Dominican Republic.  He has taught 

ESOL in St. Louis, Boston, and in the Dominican Republic. For six years, he 

helped refugees in Boston secure employment and job training. He is also a 

facilitator for the Building Intercultural Competence for Minister’s (BICM) 

training which comes from the USCCB. 

 

Fr. Kurniawan Diputra, C.M. is a Vincentian priest from the Province of 

Indonesia. He was ordained in 2009 in Indonesia. Before coming to the 

United States in 2017, he worked for four years in parish ministry and four 

years in a minor seminary in Indonesia. Since arriving to Philadelphia in 

July 2017, he has led our Indonesian Catholic community at St. Thomas 

Aquinas, a multi-lingual and intercultural parish with Mass in 4 different 

http://www.udel.edu/PR/UDaily/2007/jul/bwelch072506.html
http://store.tcpress.com/0807757217.shtml
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languages in South Philadelphia. Fr. Kurniawan works to unify the Indonesian Catholic 

community with the other diverse communities in the parish as well as with other Indonesian 

Christian and Muslim neighbors. 

 

Ashley Feasley is the Director of Policy for Migration and Refugee services 
at the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops. Prior to working at USCCB, 
Ashley worked as the Director of Advocacy for the Catholic Legal 
Immigration Network (CLINIC). She has taught at Fordham University School 
of Law and at the Columbus School of Law at Catholic University of 
America. Ms. Feasley focuses her work and scholarship on migration law- 
including immigration law, human trafficking, refugee and asylum law, and 
protection of vulnerable mobile populations. She has testified before 

Congress, published numerous articles and has appeared in the media speaking about 
migration-related issues. Ashley also previously clerked for the Honorable Evan J. Wallach at 
the United States Court of International Trade in New York.  
 

Melissa Hastings is a Policy Advisor at the U.S. Conference of Catholic 

Bishops/Migration and Refugee Services (USCCB/MRS). In this role, she 

educates and advocates to advance the U.S. bishops’ priorities relating to 

immigration, human trafficking, and unaccompanied children. Melissa has a 

J.D. from Harvard Law School and a Bachelor’s degree from Wake Forest 

University, where she majored in History and minored in Latin American 

Studies and Sociology. Prior to joining USCCB/MRS, Melissa was a policy 

intern with the U.S. Committee for Refugees and Immigrants, where she primarily worked on 

issues relating to refugees and unaccompanied children. She also previously worked at the law 

firm of Vinson & Elkins where she engaged in commercial litigation and pro bono immigration 

work. 

 
Title: Welcoming the Stranger: Engaging in Policy Advocacy and Grassroots Engagement to 
Support Immigrant Communities 
Description: This workshop will examine the way in which the Catholic Church – on the 
national down to the local levels – has engaged immigrant communities and addressed their 
concerns through direct advocacy, public education, church ministry, and other forms of direct 
outreach. It will provide suggestions and best practices that conference participants can use in 
their local communities, and by doing so amplify the voice of the Church on these issues. It will 
highlight useful resources, including Know your Rights material, suggestions as to what local 
parishes can do to accompany migrants, and policy related material that will help to educate 
attendees on the situation confronting immigrants and their communities. 
 
 

LUNCH WITH DISCUSSION ON WHAT TO TAKE WITH YOU IN DINING HALL 
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CLOSING KEYNOTE  
 

Presenters: Zac Davis; Ashley McKinless; Olga Segura of Jesuitical interview with Sr. Mary 
Scullion and David Brown, Project HOME 

Biographies: Jesuitical is a podcast from America Media hosted by three young, lay editors: 
Ashley McKinless, Olga Segura and Zac Davis. Each episode brings some of the top (and maybe 
more obscure) Catholic news of the week; an interview with a guest who offers a unique 
perspective on world events, culture or faith; and at the end of the show, Zac, Ashley and Olga 
invite the listener into their faith lives by sharing their consolations and desolations from the 
week. 
 
Ashley McKinless is an associate editor at America. She edits the publication’s Faith in Focus 
section and co-hosts Jesuitical, a podcast for young Catholics. In 2016, she was awarded the 
Egan Journalism Fellowship by Catholic Relief Services and traveled to Guatemala and Honduras 
to report on the root causes of forced migration. Before joining America in 2013, she worked as 
a research and writing assistant for the renowned sociologist Amitai Etzioni at George 
Washington University. She is a graduate of the University of Virginia, where she studied 
religion and economics. 
 
Olga Marina Segura is an associate editor at America. She edits the publication’s Last Take 
section and is a co-host of Jesuitical, a podcast for young Catholics. She is a graduate of 
Fordham University, where she studied English and Italian Language and Literature. 
 
Zac Davis is an assistant editor for digital strategy at America and a host of Jesuitical, a podcast 
for young Catholics. In addition to America, his writing on religion and culture has appeared in 
the Washington Post, Catholic News Service and other outlets. He was recently named the 2017 
Multimedia Journalist of the Year by the Catholic Press Association.  
 
Interviewees: Sr. Mary Scullion and David Brown 

Biographies:  
Sister Mary Scullion has been involved in service work and advocacy 
for homeless and mentally ill persons since 1978. She was a co-
founder, in 1985, of Woman of Hope, which provides permanent 
residential and support services for homeless, mentally ill women. In 
1988, she founded the first Outreach Coordination Center in the 
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nation, an innovative program coordinating private and public agencies doing outreach to 
chronically homeless persons living on the street. 

In 1989, Sister Mary and Joan Dawson McConnon co-founded Project HOME, a nationally 
recognized organization that provides supportive housing, employment, education and health 
care to enable chronically homeless and low-income persons to break the cycle of 
homelessness and poverty. Under their leadership, Project HOME has grown from an 
emergency winter shelter to over 800 units of housing and two businesses that provide 
employment to formerly homeless persons.  Project HOME also prevents homelessness in a 
low-income neighborhood in North Philadelphia.  This initiative includes economic 
development, homeownership for the working poor, and the Honickman Learning Center and 
Comcast Technology Labs – a 38,000 square foot, state-of-the-art technology center that offers 
comprehensive educational and occupational programming.  It also includes the Stephen Klein 
Wellness Center which is a model for integrated health care including primary care, behavioral 
health, dental, a YMCA, pharmacy and wellness services.  It serves those that are homeless and 
is located in this neighborhood which is in the second poorest zip code in Philadelphia. 

Sister Mary is also a powerful voice on political issues affecting homelessness and mentally ill 
persons. Her advocacy efforts resulted in the right of homeless persons to vote as well as a 
landmark federal court decision that affects the fair housing rights of persons with disabilities. 

Sister Mary has received numerous honorary doctorates for her leadership in the City of 
Philadelphia. She was named 2011 Citizen of the Year by the Philadelphia Inquirer and selected 
by Time Magazine as one of the “World’s Most Influential People in 2009”. In addition, Sister 
Mary and Joan Dawson McConnon received the Laetare Medal from the University of Notre 
Dame in 2011. She was awarded the Eisenhower Fellowship in 2002 as well as the Distinguished 
Alumnus Eisenhower Award in 2010. 

Sister Mary serves on the Board of Trustees of St. Joseph’s University and the Board of the Jon 
Bon Jovi Soul Foundation. She also chaired the Hunger and Homelessness Committee for Pope 
Francis’s visit to Philadelphia in 2015. 

David Brown 
 
Title: Jesuitical - A conversation facilitated by young, hip and lay Catholics 
Description: The hosts of Jesuitical, an America Media podcast for young adult Catholics, will 
interview Sr. Mary Scullion about the work she does, the stories she has, and the joy that 
inspires her to do it. 
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CLOSING MASS 
 

Presider: Most Reverend Dennis J. Sullivan, Bishop, Diocese of 
Camden, NJ   
Biography: The Most Reverend Dennis J. Sullivan is the eighth bishop 
of Camden, New Jersey. He was installed on February 12, 2013. A Bronx 
native, Bishop Sullivan was ordained a priest for the Archdiocese of 
New York in 1971. Before coming to Camden, he was ordained as an 
auxiliary bishop for the archdiocese in 2004, and served eight years as 
vicar general under the late Edward Cardinal Egan and Timothy Cardinal 
Dolan. 
 
Before becoming a bishop, he served in parish ministry as pastor of SS. 

John and Paul Church, Larchmont, 2002-2004, and St. Teresa in Manhattan, 1982-2002. Bishop 
Sullivan also serves as parochial vicar at the Parish of St. Elizabeth, Manhattan; Ascension, 
Manhattan, and Ss. Philip and James, the Bronx, from 1971 to 1981. In 1999, he was names a 
Prelate of Honor to His Holiness. 
 
Bishop Sullivan has long served in pastoral ministry to immigrants. In 1969, he attended the 
Summer Spanish Language Institute at the Catholic University in Ponce, Puerto Rico. After 
ordination in 1971, he was assigned to the Dominican Republic to continue Spanish language 
studies and culture in preparation for assisting the growing number of Dominicans in New York. 
Bishop Sullivan attended the Dominican Institute for Pastoral Adaptation in Moca, Dominican 
Republic, and had mission experience in Tenares, Dominican Republic. While pastor at St. 
Teresa’s in Manhattan, Bihsop Sullivan ministered to Chinese immigrants. 
 
Born in the Bronx on March 17, 2945, Bishop Sullivan is the third of four children of Hanorah 
Hayes Sullivan and John Sullivan. He was educated at St. Anthony Parish Elementary School and 
Mount St. Michael Academy in the Bronx. He attended Iona College in New Rochelle, NY but left 
after sophomore year to enter St. Joseph’s Seminary in Yonkers, NY, where he earned a 
bachelor’s in 1967 and a Masters of Divinity three years later.  
  



 

 

 

41 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

The Roundtable Association of Catholic Diocesan Social Action Directors wishes to 

thank the following organizations for their generous financial support, as well as the time 

of many dedicated staff who made this event possible.  THANK YOU! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Servant of Justice Platinum Sponsors Gold Sponsors 

The Roundtable also wishes to thank Saint Joseph’s University for their 

hospitality and support throughout the duration of SASI. 


